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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THAT none may he x Exempted pom the Duty of 
Pafieg TUhcs, and ether Ptft« t*,ibe Prieft, »> *T 
appointed by the fth. Rubrick, after the Office f<* the 
Communion, in^he Book of Common Prayer. 

That Yearly, at Eafter, every Parifhioner t lhall 
Reckon with the Parfon, Vicar or Curate, or hit o? 
their Deputy or Deputies, and pay to Them or Hink 
III Ecclefuftical Duties, accuftomabiy 4^e then and at 
•hat Time to be PakL 
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To the Right Honourable 

Sir Edwar d WardKw^fo, Lord 
Chief Baron 0/ #<?r Af<y<M 
yfr« Court of Exchequer. 

To the Honourable 
Sir Thomas Bury Knight, • 
T* the Honourable* 

Robert I»rice ^ • 

To the Honourable 
Sir Salathiel Lovel ft^fo, 
Barons of the Exchequer* 

My Lords i 

JPreftime to Dedicate to 
your Lordfhipy the fol- 
ding Difcourfe concern-* 
A 2 ing 
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The Epi/ile Dedicatory. 

ing the great Obligations 
incumbent on all People to 
tke payment of Tithes, in 
Teftimony of the ^profound 
Refpe&duie to your Lwd- 
Jhips, who are the great 

Tatrons and Defenders of the 

Rights ©f the Clergy. To you 
we cad lately fly for Refuge 
againft the Combinations 
of Wicked and Sacrilegious 
Men,wfyofeSecularInterefts 
dp fq much blind their Ub- 
derftandings , that if we 
may jguefs by their deceit- 
ful Pra&ices, they account 
Wit he SteaJmg » ( the r common- 
nefs of which Sin, makes 
them little fenfible that it 
- «? ( Robs 
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Robs both 6od { and' Man ) 
either to be no Fafclt at -aft* 
Or elfe a very IPiar^otfSfeW 
one, and more eafilj t<*> be, 
forgiven : ; thdn ;ady- ottier 
Sin, even without Repent 
tance add m&king/Satiifo^ 
&ion. '> * 

"Fis unqueftioinably true 
that we may be Stflhred 5 ot 
dl jufti^ei and lit' a feif 
Tr yal wheri r we come i#t6 
Court before j/our lA>rd/hipf{ 
tyho do fo ftiticb Hcmour to 
the Excbeifulr Hencb hy your 

great Wiidom , Fidelity , 
Courage ifid Juftice. Buc 
'tis Wot, eVetfy one can there 
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Addrefs your IsrilBpi ;, and 
bring the Matter of their. 
CompWot befojre you. The 
great Trouble and JSxpence 
deter many from having 
Recourfe to Juftice/ and 
withal the danger alrooft 
inevitable of being Trick'd 
by the Adversary % who com* 
jnonly in the Cafe of Tithes, 
diftrufting his bad Caufe 
will ufe ill Arts, allege falfe 
Suggeftiops i bring . falfe 
Witnefles, frighten and a- 
bufe others for witneffing 
an ungrateful Trath, and 
do many things that are not 
fit to be named among 
Cfcri$in$, \o f eary with 

. I** 
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j>elays, to Foil, toOpprete 
and to Wbrft Mm;: whom 
in Contempt thejf call the 

And when it happens, as 
* oftentimes it does, that a 
Sacrilegious Tatmistabs 
contended with; or clfe 
fome leading powerfulMan 
in the ?##; oiyfcafce bufy 
Sycophant in a* Gfyorddi® 
who commandiug the Purfe^ 
the Confidence, and, thd 
Depoiitions of Others, (ball 
draw them into a Coofcde4 
racy with Hirafelf, to unite 
in Defrauding, Witholding, 
. pr Denying the Dues of the 

A 4 Cbmb 
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Cburcb " ( many of which are 
theifefoi-e loft be&mfe they 
are noc Sued for) it makes 
it ftill the worfe, and "jn- 
creafes the Hardship afingle 
Matfliqs; under to contend m 
with, : and tooppofe Perfqns * 
void; of Civility as well as* 
Hbnefty. 



j j 



v Thefe ar^e difficulties not 
eafily Surmounted by moft 
erf the Ckrgy - who, upon a 
fair computation througout 
the : wholt Kingdom, what 
b^ means of the numerous 
" *ow be ^45? hnprtftittions, * Jf* 

tau-.'O * A ' have 
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The Epijtle ^Dedicatory. 

have not Half, if a Third 
part of the Revenue which 
belongs unto them by the 
Laws of God and Man. 
Befides the Poverty they 
have to contend with, let 
their Caufe be never fo juft 
and reafonable , yet will 
they find potent Advocates 
folicite againft 'it. Men 
jvho have not that due Re- 
gard to their Chara&er* 
and their Office, as your 
Lordjhifs h^ve $ nor fo good 
an opinion of the Sacred- 
nefs of their Rights and 
Dues as the Chriftiaq Reli- 
gion requires. And there- 
fore this feems to give fotne 
r-.;..v doubt 
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doubt of the fincerity of 
their Faith, which can ne- 
ver be clearly difcerned, if 
Integrity to tjje Cfrurph b$ 
wanting. . 

But commonly there is 
fuch a ftr/e attends the Pro- 
moters and Favourers of 
fuch unwarrantable Conten- 
tions thfctt they are incorri- 
gible, Al Jthey that contend with 
the Triefts, in thQ Tropbefa 
fhrafe, ffofea, 4. 4, 

And fcarce fhall we difc 
cerq by atiy one Sin, more 
the wafte and decay of 
Men's Mates and Families 
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than by means of that of 
Sacrilege. The Guilty Per- 
Ions, who do moft purloin 
from the Church are noted 
to be an irrefutable, un- 
thrifty fort of People, as if 
they had their Labours bla- % 
ftea by the Breath of the Al~ 
righty, for the injury they 
do to his Church Militant here 
on Earth. But your ZW- 
fh'tps, at the fame time do 
moft Charitably prevent the 
Ruin of the one. while 
you refolntely maintain the 
flights of the other. 

Put J mult: not Trefpafi 

too fox Ppoq yw lM*jb&% 

Pari- 
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Patience, whofe whole Time 
ftrlmoft is taken up in the 
publick Serv ice of the Church 
and the Ctm>n. Obly I hope 
for a Parddn in 'taking tne 
boklnels td 1 prefix your 
, Numes to thisDifceurfei which, 
I (hould hot prefume ; t6* 
have done, but for the 
weightineft of the Subjefib 
for which, to your great 
Honour, you have a real. 
Value and Concern. 

[And if my good Inten- 
tions herein will move yQu* 
Candour to give it a fa- 
vburable Approbation and 
Acceptance, it will abun- 
dant 
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The Efiftle Dedicatory. . 

dantly recompence my La-» 
bours, fince it gives .me the 
defifed opportunity of mat 
inga publick acknowledge- 
ment, that I am with a pro- 
found Refpeft 

Your Lord/hips 
mo/l Obliged and Devoted 
Humble Servant, 



John Newte. 



the* 
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THE 

PREFACE. 



THE foBowingDifcourfc recom* 
mends a very neceffary Cbrifliair 
Duty to o*fPra8ice, which # 
too much disregarded and megU&ed, to 
the great Shame, at well a$ Damage of 
Religion. And withal it expofit a tery 
hainom and dangerom Crime which if 
too commonly pra&ife d within thk King- 
dom. % " * 

Thk Duty k The Honouring God 
with our Subftance, or the giving unto 
God bk Portion, The Tenth of all our 
Increafe. Which aS Nations Ancient 
and Modern, Jewifli, Chrittian and. 
Heathen , have miverfally performed, 
and thought tbemfehet ma(t highly obli- 
ged to. 

The Crime k the Robbing of Cod, 
and ftealing from that Order of Men, 
whom He bat Jf pointed to be the Re- 
ceivers 
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cei vers of his Dues, which to the worji 
fort of Robbery ; and has a very malig- 
nant tendancy to deftroy all Religion. 
And withal^ it is .very dangerous and 
deftruSive to Men** Eftaiei, to well as 
their Souls . I mention their Efiates 
firft, becaufe tbofe Men who Purloin 
fiolm the Church feem % to prefer their 
Efiates to their Souls •, tf>o it generaUf 
.prows 4 very unprofitable and unthrifty 
way. 

The Judgments of God upon fuch 
may be long in coming, but they wm 
furely come, at laji 5 and like the Canker 1 
eat out the Profit of the)whoU % for the 
fdkf of4hat which is fo difhoneftly at* 
quired. 

And then for their Souls, tho 9 Me* 
of fuch ill Principles and PraSices feU 
^ dom thinks they have any 9 ,or elfe do not 
confider the value of themy yet precious 
Souls they have in danger of eternal Deftru- 
Uion^ from which nothing can fave thern^ 
but fincere Repentance and Satisfaflion* 

The Judicious Mr. Hooker, ; wha 
ias fo mightily obliged the Chfiftian 
Church by his incomparable Books con- 
cerning 
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ceruing the Laws of Scdefialticat Po- 
lity; &* <f* admirable SeSion. i. 5. 
#. 79. the Title of which k\ of -Ob* 
lations, Foundations* Endowments, 
Tithes, all intended for c$c Perpetui- 
ty of Religion, which pjrpofe be- 
ing chiefly fulfilled by the Clergies 
certain and fuffirient Maintenance, 
muft needs by Alienation of Church 
Livings be made froftrate. He has 
in the Margin d RemarkjM* Paffage 
lakgn out of the Capitular <rf Charles 
the Great, fufficient to deter an? one* 
tho of the greateft Ran^ who fha$ 
prefume to contraS the Quilt of Sacri- 
lege on any account tobatfoever. The 
Words are thefe, 

" Novimus. Malta Regria, & Rt- 
* ges eorum, propterea cecidhTe^ 
f* quia Ecclefias Spoliaverunt, Refqj 
" earum Vaftaverunt, . alieriaverunt 
" vel deripuerunt , Epifcopi(q* & 
" Sacerdotibus, atq$ quod magis eft, 
" Ecclefiis eorum abftulerunt, fit 
u Pugnantibus dederunt. Qpaprop- 
*.' ter nee fortes in Bello, nee in Fide 
" Satabiles/ueruht, nee Vi&ores ex- 
" titerunt; fed Terga multi Vul- 
u iteratl* & plures interfecVi verte- 
£a} " rung 
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runt Regnaq* & Regiones, 6c quod 
pejus, eft, Regna Caeleftia perdide- 
runt," atq* propriis Hatreditatibua 
caruerimt, §c baftenus carent; Ver- 
ba Car. Mag. in Capitu. Carul. I7* 
C. 104. , 

That it , We ljave known the down-, 
fall of many Kingdoms and th^ir, 
Kings, becaufe they have SpoilecL 
Churches, Wafted, Alienated , pJL 
Plundred their Revenues* and tafcgr^ 
them from the Bifoops and Priefts^ 
and what isworfe from the Churche$ m 
and given them to their Soldiers. For, 
this reafon they have been neitlwp; 
Valiant in War, nor Stedfaft in Faith: J 
. Have* been fo far from being Cop-, 
qaerers, that many of them being t 
Wounded have turned their Backs, 
upon their Enemies, and* more of 
them been .Killed** have left their 
Kingdoms and Countries. .And what. 
is worfe, the Kingdom of Heaven; 
have been deprived of their Inheri- 
tances, and (till continue fo*. 

• 

Tie 



CC 
ff 
CC 
CC 

CC 
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The Learned Sir Henry Sjpelman, id 
his Hiftory 6f Sacrilege, gives ntanj 
Re/narhahk difafters befalling fitch ai 
have\Rot>id God and bff Church. 
And, I ^Jkatl digrefs Bui a little fom 
ibeSubjeS in band, if I give a jbort 



fo late, and faid, : now they hive 
taken away all before I came, there 
is nothing left for me. Btk looking 
up, be faw a Bell at the end t>f it, 
teblch they called the Saint's Bell. Oh, . 
[at] fays 
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fays he, Til have this- And getting 

a Ladder \ be goes up to ta^e if down, 

and fo letting it flip through bif Ha#d?. 

the Brim of it cut off his Toes on both 

£eet {% by wfcicb 'means be became, a 

Cripple^ and wafting his Subftanfi and 

a fniaU Tenement he bad, in the Cujre 

of thk Wounds^ be became miferably 

Poor and unfit for Bufinefs, went 4- 

bout a Bagging upon hit Heels with a 

Crutch and an underhand Staff, 40$ 

fo be continued feveral Tears, till 4 

Gentleman gave him a little ftorfe,' thg 

ride farther 0$ and B$£ 

s be did, for, fome'tiqc^ 

'* the Parilh of Anfl(y } , { ijp. 

y, be and his Horfe werp, 

i together in 4 Ditch* j$ 

of a Sacrilegious Perfon / 

I will not fay to let all thjpe & 
nernies Perifh, O Lord, becauje j 
hope many of them will; Repent and 
Amend y and make S$tisfa8ion for th$ 
Frauds they have been guilty of agaipft, 
God, either* by Robbing his Houfeir 
bis Revenue. Bui 'tis aflonijhwg to 
obfirve, that in a Cbriftian Common- 
wealth, Men ftfould h^ye,fb little rear 
of God before their Eyes, as to prefume 

to 
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to Rob htm of his referred Portion 
tf tithes and Offerings, dtie to Him.. 
pVth by Divine aridjHitmane haws,. 
Jb Mfyowlegecl and pbferved ty all 
Ndtioris ana fn all Times 5 and in 



' Dr. 0m\ 



\2 and$ 
C. 13.&C. 



mr statutes. 



/ hwe tftin wondred how it {hould 
cofoh id fcafi that a Crime of Jb fatal 
i Conference , Jb jujtly Odiom and 
MbJkinable to alt Good Men^ ftho have, 
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a value for the Honour of God, for 
the Welfare of Religion, Of, for the 
fecurity of a good Qonfcience^ or, n?bfl 
'have a due fence , even of compton 
Honefiy and J*fi*c*> Jhould be f$ fre- 
quently and jo unconcernedly commit* 
ted. And can afcribe to no more likely 
Caufes than to* the loofenefs of Educa* 
tion 9 or to bad Examples, or y to a Baft* 
Turbulent Covetous , Temper \ that is 
>y 9 as of Sham* 
f y commit this Sin, 
\e dangerous Con- 
rs hope not So .fa 
\ereffre aft . ihefa 
in Secret, wfaf, 
*> *bey forget the, 
od. Others, plea4, 
o Rob the Chutffa 
Religion Other* 
either dq it witk 
open Face, or difguifed Robbery, with, 
the fuhterfuge of an ittCuftom, or the; 
> pretence of ^having a decifion by Law, 
and yet alt the while do endeavour with 
their utmofi Sagacity , and iS Arts, 
to pervert Juftice* and Judgment, and 
fo parry on their Sacrilege with Bri- 
bery and Corruption^ with falfe Wit- 
pefc and Perjury, and by forging Lies, 

■•. •■■. •:■■■• • h 
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' by makjng Feuds and Animofities* bj t 
bringing Tumbles upon^ and acting 
Revenge against tboje that atteft the 
Truth 9 and maUciou/h opprefs them 
for daring to be Hone ft. If we e'xa* 
mine the Circumftances of fuck Mens 
J&fons, we /ball find them to be very 
bady fitH of Treachery and falf* deal* 
htgy full of Cheat and injinceritj, ha- 
Iftng very little fenfe of Kdigion % and 
hft df Honefy and Ingenuity. 

* Out. the Devil has in all Agei been 
v%rj Buj) % and bent his main Force aftd 
Mafice, againft the Prkjlhood and its 

ftntenance, hgtowing that if he canbf 
meant butngThek into contempt, the 
Wat* of tie Church and ChriftUnity 
miff go down with then*. To that end he 
hat made many wicked Instruments to AB 
fa imihat wicked Wotf: Such as Athe- 
ftto, Delfts* Quakers, Titfie-Stealers, 
(aUdenj Godthtt den) Him his due ) 
Sacrilegious Deponents, the infernal 
Crew of Scandalous Affidavit-Ma- 
kers,* (the Retailer* of Fraud and 
WfcKieft ) Republicans, Anabaptffts, 
Covefnous Perfons, and the Combi- 
' nations of other Revengeful and Fa* 
$iousMen, Some without, and others,. 

Cm3 u* 
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to tbeir great Shame, within the Wall* • 
of the Church, and with a pretence of 
Zeal for it, mhile by SacrUagtom. he- 
/ufiice they feeh) to undermine it and 
do their nttnoji to Ufftu Hi Revenue. 

. Therefore they Hilifie. and hate j he- 
caufk they injure and defraud ib* Clefc 
gy ; and kt their pretence* U what 
they pleaje, it if very plain, they can- 
not give a greater inflate* of thtif 
difaffefiion to Them, nor dtjregard if# 
Hihi tbft fent them* than bf fiub 
fra&icoo, ' ' . -i' 

- r*' 

And »h*t ir Infantomo in this fob- 
fent Age, audwiti leave a Blot upon 
1% is, that fametinies the faute Hands 
vtkhh revive fiom the Pi-ieft, the Bftad 
of Life, to <ju*l$4 themfiktet fir &* 
fitaUe Placer in the State, help to- Rot 
torn of hi?' Maintenance. Thtfe Afar, 
firefy at heft, are uureafonahfy moderate 
?n the Church's Vindication. ■ 

\ At othir time*,, thy fiertfh 'Abet+ 
Countenance and. Encourage Men of. 
Profligate Lives < of none or defterate 
Fortunes , to Party* font 'the flrtefc 

of God, and U SeandMm, Vtkathm* 

.. k -u , r 



m 
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Law-Slip, bacty with te$lefi.*8oli« 
citations of others, and bafb Confede- 
racies among tbmftfytti they o& more 
Mifcbief to the Clwrch which they 
pretend $oheof, th4H ill ibeit Eftmtes 
ore able to recompence, when favourable 
Time/, or the fenfe of their Sin, or 
the hopes of that own Salvation, JhaU 
obiigt them to Make SamfaBUm. 

. There i indeed nTht&ure of Athe- 
sfin -in- everf Sin which Men do Vo- 
htntarily aommH, bat in Sacrilege and 
Perjury it is the prime ingredient. 
And it is lamentable to behold fome 
Mm involve, tbemfektes be that Quilt \ 
who dd not occa6omallf, but conftaat- 
tfxomo to Church, with unholy Hands 
lifted up in Prayer. OS if they were 
fame of God*s Devout Worfiippers, 
when all the while they do hut betray 
Him. And are but too like that im- 
piont thief who bad Artificial Hands 
fit in a poftm*of Devotion, while with 
the others, mow Counterfeit ondFalfi, 
htpit^d the Pothfts of tbofe that were . 
- uearhim. _ - 

In Jhert, " There is too great an 
" Indigency' in raoft, and too Scan- 
7 " " dalous 



Digitized by 



Google 



The -£&£* &CK 

., , « , . » ■ i. 

',*■ dalous a partiality in many, about 
?• the payment of Tabes, which are 
<' . undoubtedly a part of the Churches 
',' Patrimony, and which canot be 
" detained' without Sacrilegious In* 
" juftice. 






If they do belong to the Ckrgfc 
are Warranted and fettled by Law 
" and the common Righ^ of the 
'.'-'&*;«£ (without infifting on ttfc> 
"Divine Right) then to withold o* 
'* jdeny them? h a downright ^en* 
*f aqce of the Lav*, and. the. Got/era* 
" tnent which Brotea* it. * Xn# 
there is no Reafon . why tfiofel 
Men who refufe to Pay theov^ 
mould expect a Protection, for the w 
own Rights and Properties, on 
any benefit Jhuwthat Law i by, whieby 
They refufe to be Governed/ 

Should only thofe who Ditfent Jfpmt' 

*f be this way for Dimfaifbing the 

Qmrches efhet/r, in hopes by degree* 

. to, prewre its overthrow, it would not 

feem altogether grange, bectmfe by thi 



, Mr. CoUltr's Etcl. H!fi. Vol. I. p, f <& 
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Ifrin of it they might hoft to exalt 
themfekres* Then indeed Popery might 
alfo have hopes of another Turn for 
its Re-eftablifbrnent, which in aH fro- 
babflity would Coon follow . the fatal 
Change. But t\a» any mitbin our own 
Walls fbould endeapQur its $ubverfion 9 
if monjkrOMf Imyietj. 

■ : \ Their, fjfa *jhew outwardly $ to hide 

tfairmclfd intent within $ their doing 

it * dijf$ryriqe^ whUe they would fiem 

Z4*lo0f for it* flews great Infincerity 

and Hypocrijy. 1$ is treacheroufly to 

Wound oar Saviour in the Houfe of 

bfr Friends. Tbm Judas egtSuatty 

betrafd Him with a*Kifs, under a 

(jktw of Frtendjbip, Hail Matter ! And M*tb. ad. 

ap h+nt* tkafe who are altogether as i9 : t 

cpinplaifamt to bis Members, when they 

are fet *to f amour an Ambitions or Co- 

vetoMs dejign, or have, a Self interest to 

catty on> • > .- 

> * ' * -' ♦ 

, « With an their. Sktl! aod Subrilty 

" they hide their real Intentions^ 

'{. while with Jaw9 that fcarce feem 

"to move, they devour the Church's 

' ** Patrimony^ and feek to Reform by 

*' taking 
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• " taking away What Wdifl AfcctffcV 
M fea*Go*fettate4tbfo ' 

o> do, the. /*itete/ #. J&flgfife, jjfc«; 
Miracle* are ceafid^ dre ittncb -Hoheld, 
k? the Revenue efto.' 

And if Divine and Humane Lots, 
& nvt jkpptit and dbfeftd a fy$vto**n& 
Hnmam nigh fim nfc >S*&#egti& 
Encroachment* i>f in <& dveiftetiiP, W 
fiigated thereto ty «* mortal $kem fcfe 
9Hn% <** ttoSriwe Vf the Chfrch hiH 
be deftifed aU m Dipjtorie fherVmtf 
aM rtmuin tti a feWk totterity $«4& 
tUn* ' '♦•::.' ■■'■ ,» ':. '. -' 

Ec^Poi. The mde tie jMiel&tiis' MbbkS^ 

A 5- S- 7* C tt>hom *U *m> uu * Petjte of iti 

Jttfl Rmh Bmihtnt fir Leaning,. 

Judgment and Imgrit) ) to Portend 

its downfall* from a confederation of :ih*\ 

Prevalent of Sacrilege in certain part* 

of tbeCprtftian World. '■'* ' 

A*dt$$d grant if may not anj longer 
ptivnll artdttg j# U the" dcfirnffian of. 
Gkifitanitj. v * 

V Thgr 
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" They hai^ brought to pajs (fay* 
be, J tba^as D^Mdoesfayqf Man k 
fo ^i| in QagfcJ to, fee v^i^. cpn- 
($rnin£ ths wimple Region and 
S^ri&e o£ Qod. The Tin^ th<y*pf 
may peradjteflturc fall pu$ iff. bs 
" Threefcore and ten Years; a.n<j 
if ftrength do ferve unto Fbucr 
fpore, Wh,a| foljoweth f is-,lik<4y to 
bfriii^l Joy for. then*, wJ^tfpftws 
Aey,^ tbajt^md i^ 

' "But vpHkwfal grta\-htfincerity a& 'tfo ! 

r*hih do tbej a& agaifift Gad's Worfbip \ 
ktj^Servicp} " And by, the (ape bring 

* r a Curfe upon ttie.mfelyes, Difgiace ■ 

** and Ignominy at leaft* if not the ( 

" W?ry. # pf Beggar and 1 , tfclB&ny ; 
" pi- Rpbbars. So that the Tinje it 

" ne when, they thai: \ 

«* have §poUei or ; 

* Defrauded, God-, ' 

" dbutdeceiv£jh«n- 

2e*\ for^alf thj^ thenar*, not wanting 

tfiofe ^a^a^ng,(mfedi^A^d.fkm^ 

fdvesMt-A SacrUegiov*. Confederacy.. *& 

add to their Guilt ty purfuing it with 

Artifice' 
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Jgtifice and Exptocef even 1 to an Anfa- 
thema rather than be brought ingtnionfly 
to aetyioMedge (and revoke their Err our. 
Jforeafonof itk) becaufe they conceive 
ihkre h a Shame in making an honefc 
SatkfaSlon. And that too eajily over-; 
comes the little fenfh they have of Relh 
gidn< . • \ : r-^ 

Alltbkwkle* they either vHfuBy or 
ignorant ly drive on the Atheijhcal * vf x 
FaSiom dejrgn of undermining the " 
Foundation of the Church, that it may^. 
faSintd Ruin and Definition. • >& 

Hdw far extreme Ignorance may ek*^ 
cufe tnfuch aCafe I fhaU mt dif^Me^K 
but we may be mil afursd, they that M^ 
be deliberately guilty of fucb anabomi^K 
nabk piece of Sacrilege as that of Tithe-^ ? 
Stealing, thireby deriving a Curfe upon * 
ihemfelves and their Pofterity, will fear ce 
flick at any other Wickfdnefs whic£ 
comes in their wop, to bccotiiplifh their l 
Unrighteous ends. ' ' * 

A Ghfe indeed feems tk be already 

fallen upon thofe who obftinately refufe to ' 

. t . u t \ , ii . \ t i . i ' 

* Utter jo a Deify /. 54. 

■ . i4 
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payibk Forth* of Gad, or the Things 
that are God's. >J»4 therefore be ahon* 
dons them as, incorrigible, to 4be An of 
Evil Spirits, to a# Mijcbicf $fc thent- 
felves, with Subtilty and Cunning *- 
laittjl the Church, mtb.Rancttr *nd 
H*lif*x vritb Treachery and FaUhood a- 
.gainjt their Brethren. . 

• 

x h,k no wonder then that they jbonld 
hfr °4& <# tbey are, but rather that 
tbff.arenot mrje, for, if tbey once or* 
riptiai that height of Lmpktf to Rob 
God, who Livetb for $yer, Man tan- 
not expetf better dealing who. matt Die, 
an4«>k »ot able to cat! then to fmcb\a 
fevfre Reahpning, . as God fwpofet to 
Afc«fc the end of the World,, if not be- 
fore. Then if any ooe Defile the 
Temple 5 If any one Rob the Temple 
of God, him will God defiroy. 

But tbo' Man /ball' Die, yet bk 
Priefibood JbaH not Die, It Jhaff con* 
tinne for ever, and be a Receiver of 
the Lord's Portion and Inheritance. 
It being a part of the Prieft's Office to 
do fo. And tbk Office jball never 
ceafe % it it Chritt's Office, Typified by 
Melchizedcc. And conjeqnently the 

paying 
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paying of Tithes JbaU «mr ceafe. ft 
being ChrtftV Portion who now. recti- • 
vethfbem, of wbom, it it recorded, 
ttauHejivetii, Ueb. 7.0. 

J iuve nothing now h add, hut tb 
forewarn the Guilty Perfowe of future 
Danger, that they may Jpeedky tafr the 
only proper method to Jove fbeir Soult 
pom Deflru&ion * For, as far at the 
Word of God does warrant and oblige 
me to declare, the only may for the th- 
ing of ihat> *r, heartily to repent them 
of their wicked Errour^ and to makf a 
fuitabk Amendment for the fame* , and 
>a fincere SaOsfaSien for the Injuries 
they have done nnfo God and their 
Neighbour, otherwife it will be plainly 
impojpbk, either for Poor or Rich, td 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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THE 

IMPIETY 

* 

OF 

Tithe Stealing^ 

•' -■ ■■J - m : — — 4 — ' ■■ i ,; f — i— 

PftOV.IILix. 

\Honour the Lord mtb thy 
; « Sub fiance, arid with th$ 

firft- fruits of all thine in* 

creafe, 

t ■ * ttl S Precept of tlie If*/* iViLr^ 
I Has -as- much Refpeft to the 
Jl , ChrlftUn Church, as any other 
of the Proverb ; and is alto- 
gether as obligatory in the Times of 
fht Go/pel, as it was iq the Times of 
the Z-iw, being founded upon God's 1 
Expfefs Will Antecedent to both. 
And the reafon of it being perpetual, 
B mikes 
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makes the Duty fo too$ infomuch 
that every one is obliged to pay Obe- 
dience* to it, who has a due Value for 
GodV Honour* or, -his bv&Hoheay 
and Religion, or, For the welfare of 
his immortal Soul. 

The Mtti&htj God y who alone was 
the Chkfar of Heaven and Earth yiht 
Sbpr'eme Lord of all his Creatures, 
and the honntifui Giver of all the 
good Things which Man does *njoy, 
has not fo iWfolutely fceftow'd them 
upon him, but that he has referred a 
Portion h> Ikniftfy ^s aTeftinion'y of 
his Right to all: And as a due Ac- 
knowledgment of his Bounty, and 
that an Have a Dependance upon him. 

This Portion he does expeft mould 

eturned unto Him, as 

Tribute for wjbtat he. has 

in order to jprocore a 

upon his Labours and 

, Now what this Portion is, iliat 
God Will accept as a jttft Tribute to bis 
'Honour and Service^ would not have 
teen knowd to all People as it was, 

but 
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biit by Divine Revelation. Whieh 
Learntd Men, are of Opinion God at 
ftft thade fcnowft to iftfoar, and he to 
his Sotrt, and they to theif Potteri-* 
ty§ and fo onward for about Two 
Thoufatid Teats, till there w*S a writ- 
ten Z»«»p for it, which made U fctiowa 
to fuccceding Generations, as far as 
the taw came ; and where It did not 
rWch, as k did not to the Gentile Na- 
trons, 7&/S having not thi Law, fl*fre Ran.a.14/ 
k £<flb »*ftf themfeives. And by the 
£*# o/ Nature, or, the fecret Sagge- 
ftions.of Gw*Y ffA7 to them (with* 
out which, they could not be fappo- 
fed exa&ly to hit upon the fame, Du- 
ty and Proportion ) made it an unl* 
terfal Practice, both among Jews and 
Heathens,* to paj the Tenth of nil their 
Increafi; as Was done before the 
law, or any QenUk World was in 
being. 

This is that Portion vthkh God 
ttould be honooreel with, the ffirjt 
Fruits of *U their Inereafe, With the 
Prime Part of that Subflaace which 
they had received from Gpd 5 which 
heretofore all People and Nations ' 
from the very beginning of the 
B * World, 
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World, have gratefully returned back 
again to God for his bountiful Good- 
neb towards them, in beftowing up- 
on them the Poifeflion of aH the 
Things^ which, under his Supreme 
JurifdicVion, they were owners of, or 
entrufted with. 

'. And by returning back unto God, 
this his Portion with Thankfgiving, 
they not only acquitted themfelves 
of that indifpenfable Duty, which 
was incumbent on them ; but thereby, 
they (hew'd that their Truft and D«- 
pendance were upon God$ and thereby 
alfo, they took the mod efie&ual 
Courfe to procure a Bleffing upon ' 
their Store, and to add to it a mani- 
fold increafe. According « the Verfe 
following my Text intimates, as the 
Reafon, or Effeft, of this Perfor- 
mance. So frail thy Barns be filled 
with Plenty and thy Prejfes burfi out 
with ytew Wine. Wherefore, Honour 
the Lord with thy Subfiance % and with 
the firfi Fruits of all thine Incteafe, 



In 
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In handling of which Sobjeft. 

i. I (hall firfl (hem, the indijpenjable 
Obligation, which is incumbent upon all 
People to pay Tithes of alt unto God, as 
being a part of bis Divine Worfhip *nd 
Sertice : This being to Honour the Lord 
with their Subjiance^ and with thefii^t 
Fruits of all their Increafe. 

%; I fhallfbew the Antiquity of this 
Duty and PraSice; It is much ancien- 
ter than the Law of Mofes, and long 
before the Ceremonial Law was infiituted, 
and confequently it could be no part of 
it^ nbr, therefore to ceafe under tot 
Evangelical Difpenfatipn. 

3* I fhdttjhew how much the CbriJH- 
art Religion does oblige to this Pra8ice$ 
with the Advantages of paying Tithes 
carefully and honejlly, both with Rejpe& 
to this Life and the next ; as it relates 
to Temporal Profperity, and Eternal 
Happinefs. 

t. I fhallfet forth the Malediction, 
*urfe % which does attend the Non- 
performance of this Duty, or, the Vio+ 
B 3 lotion 
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latfonofit, in the impious, odious t and 
damnable $i*<fT\lbtiU&b\Qfy 

5. To theft J {ball *M* i» ihe lift 
Tlace, forne few Obferpattgns ufo* the 
pkole, f*dfi conduce* 

%Mt before t begip, \t wll not be 
#mHj8 to obviate a popular Objtfiott, 
againft the handling of fo ungrateful 
a Subjeft as this, which win be ao 

for Sei&lptereft, 
>ftpe Qerp awl 
Church, wbich '^ 

Men's great Ey»- 

de^vo«r to wn it 

upon v np other 

y as by Iktfr far 

own Covetoufneft 

• UbtrtittiftH and 

lot (hew tJbie pro* 

earts, -tbelr.IjigrAr 

, their Riftegard 

jnd their XHftrqft 

are inaqy ^Thing 

olding®*fc Pflr^ 

tion from Him \ as if they thought it . 

too great to be reopened to Him again, 

put of aU their h(reafi y tho' 4t.be fftt 

Ms a^pdant QoodpeJs$p4 Aiewy s tpi 
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wards them, already beftowed, and 
for the Continuance of his favour, 
it they wqul^ be fcnfible of it. 



fortunes. J 



B 4 At 
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• At fach a Time as this, that our 
GracioiirJ&een mould out of her Royal 
Bounty beftow all her Right to Fb$- 
frmts and Tenths, as being Sufretpe 
Gopernour of the Church in tpis Realm, 
for the better Maintenance, and Sup T , 
port of the Indigent Clergy 5 who, 
With the reft of their Brethren,' have 

. greatly fuffered ; through the Sacrilegi- 
ous Alienations of one of Her Royal 
Predecejjfors, well confideririjjr; that a 
fcandalous Maintenance generally Can- 

' fes their Perfons and their Office to be 
defpiftdj; however otheVwife Honoura- 
ble and Important 5 and withal brings 
a Contempt upon Religion it f elf is, a 
flaming Inftance of her great Devotion . 

. and Zeal for the Church. . 

♦ 

It (hews Her fo> he a true Nurjtng 
r Mother of it. And fets a pious Examr 
pie for the Imitation of thoife who not 
being Prieftr y have no Authority from 
God to receive Tithes, wjiich ate 
God's Portion, Heb.;. 5. But are the 
ufurping Poffeflbrs of Hallowed Things, 
of impropriate Tithes and Offerings, 
■ and Church-Land/; to" reftore them to 
the right Owner, - « 

An4 
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Aod it will make Her mine .hrfght. 
in the. Jf*?*/; of Future Ages, when 
as many Generations as are to come 
(hall catt Her Blejfed. But much Brigh- 
ter when Time Jhall be no wore, and 
Her Head be incircled with a Crowd 
of plo^r m (he Kingdom qf Heaven. 

And (hall vpe not juftifie ttye Churches^ 
'Patrimony, becaufe we have a Right to 
it our felves> Is ita fault to let Cha-; 
T»ty b?gin at Home? Or only com- 
inendable to take Care of the Things, 
pf others, and not to Regard -out 
own >'•"■,-'.'''. 



,i f. 



But it is evident to all tlhbiafs'd* 

briftians: 
nd Reli- 
cs chiefly 



.It is tht.HonpMjrof our great -Mafiir, 
that it Pleads, ind Contends for. It 
is the maintaining the Credit' and 
Welfare.' of our Chriftian Pfofeffion, 
when we give to God the Things that 
treGodfs. Ahd when the Rights of 
Prieftand People, are mutually pre- 

fervec^ 
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ferved and duely regarded in Praftice. 
It is. the gref t Concern of every pn's 
immortol 'Soul, is hereby advanced, 
when Bod'vs rightly honoured h oyr 
. Svhpfftce r AmJ'a rea^y "Ep^njpllance 
is made with the ^inifeftations of f»'5 

And it is" "that, which, WiH evi- 

and Endear 
ean^Prpf- 

:e it is'Ue 

reasonably 

oftfclLife 

tfa now, fa and of that whifb fr to 

tome. \ / :.' •, ...'"' ' •. 

i Tim. 4. Godlineft has the fiomife, of both. 

9 ' WhichPromife is loft, where Impie- 
ty governs. Nay, it can nevef be 

it n*»y, 
owardj 
an, are 
carried 
5». witj^ 



CIO 



ffif. 
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~ciou9 Pretence of a Dedfion by 

If tfjen, U he made appear, <M 
t\x giving to Go4 bis 4»e, or the re* 
jguJar pa/i»g of T?tfos, do contribute . 
towards tbofe .gr*f t and ' fitoripw Endp 
Jefpre mentioned, at I dpubt not but 
it wt|l : Jhw alfo it will be apparent, 
ihat r tfi no private Iwereft, but a pubr 
lick One will be qurfe^ op by tj^at 
(tneaqs, fo ju# a^<f Jipnpurabjk, 

" £nd tberef<^5 ;J I Qia^ inake it oyr 
.1Sn<Jeavour at this Tifneto vindicate 
'fotJfamtrjfQod^ and the frepufatj- 
jon of «w Uwtb 4*4 $iji&»x wben 
J m& tbe Obligation /in fhp Te*fc 

0/ fynottring tfa Lor4 Vpb lOtf #*£- 
fiaw, 4*4 rohk ft* firftrfruM, tf tf 

i. Ibegintb?nw»**«er^TW»g 
propofed, »/&. 

Te Mi*** 

pfM* . 
Man 
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Man was not made to be fuch an 
abfplute Lord qf the \Injverfe, as to 
fenjoy; the tdlqefs and Fatnefs of the 
Earth 5 without cofifideritig the Hand 
from Whence tbofe Things came, but 
He was tb; have a fleligidus Regard 
i^his &rHt B^riefrftqr • and to v magJ- 
iiifieffis Bounty t arid *Go6dnef$, by 
making an ^honourable Oblation of i 
^art untbHtai of wliai he had recei-. 
ved 5 not By-way 01 'fteicdm'pencc art& 
' Satisfaftipn, for .that He was never a- 
I>Ie to da^paiid be tore the return of a 
'^Part cb'qltf 3 not be pnbogh to cfo if: 
-But, it was by yny pf Gratitucte, ak 
r ah huifible Atiiiowledgmerit of what 
He had recfef?ved; a**a ptroper Tribute 
belortgitog ttf die Sovereignty of h& 
'€reat6f 5 b^. as a ReotOharge out d£ 
what He had fo plentifully beftowed 
upon Htm, that he might wijh Com- 
fort tfgbtf&ty^/oy the reft; 

•- » -, . ' I 

This was npt to ,be any flighty trU 
Mtij iricbitahbW, -atbitraty Part, 
;^s he Wotrrd^hlftjfelf * no • WiU-worJhty 
as % t\t ftlletf^bur fach, a one afe God 
iWaalb tte Hohotrtd'ty of the faireft 
end btffrdffche Kind ind Jncreafc of 
ctl'i .the 



Digitized by 



Google 



of Tithe Stealing. 13 



the. Earth, which he wa§ pofleffed of; 
according to his Subftance and ProG- 
perity. 

ft is the Concurrent Opinidii of trie 
Learned, that God revealed this Ex- 
peftat 
* taugh 
make 
with 

&HOH\ 



In which there is this Thing to be 
obferved, The one was Accepted t the 0- 
ther Rejetfed. And the Caofe. of it/ 
not improbably this, bccaufe Abel took 
his Fathers Dire&ion, and offered 
unto God that Part, which he wis 
required to offer, $nd of the. Fat there- 
of, ver. 4. But Cain not regarding 
his own Duty that he had been inftro- 

fted 
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&ed in,, as well as his Brother, nor, 
fo much trtiiftiflg ifl Gdd's Protidetict, 
disregarded both the Goodnefs df the 
Offering, and the Quantity of it 
too. 

jaL' ?!L " Probably (Jays Bijkop Montague). 

t&th.' *' ^ Firfitb&t come to Hand without 

Chap. i. "Choice. Not fo good as he had to 

** offer,, nor fo much as he ought to 

" «*have offered. Not the Top, the 

***** " Bower of bit Wheat, as if any Thing 
" had been i " oe too 

u good for I >e com- 

** ««>» ifc<tf/2 >votion 

"of Reform e U is 

« 4 faid, #c * b, k- 

* Jv/x» God *«fe 

" »0 juft or vifion. 

" He dealt j i, and 

" give ta* *rt J&fr </*«. 

.o^,. This is exaftly agreeable to the 
*ic~o<n- LXX TranJIation of Gen. 4,7. Jf thou 
?£'$$, baft offered aright, but baft not divided 
*"W. aright, baft thou not finned? 

Which Translation gives the R.ea- 
fon, why C"4/Vs Sacrifice was resetted, 
which wr/ does not, but only fays, 

That 
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That be did not well; And if thou 
fyjt not mtt, Sin fieth <k the boar. Re 
did hot well, bcfcaufe he did ttot of- 
fer" fo good, tot fo touch as he 
ought 3 which ftiews that there was 
a determinate Part* left than which 
he could not ofer without tinning 
againftGod. 

ft>r which Reafot, God hadnb Re- 
fteU to his Perfinl nor to his Offering^ 
i.% heftad to Abet Xhk to his Offetin^. 



Ana\tlh6' in expfefo Words, we do 
ndt find a Beietmination.of the $#*#■ 

tu» 
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turn here of this more excellent Satti-. 
fiee* w/how much goes to make a 
righteous and acceptable Offering? 
Yet, the,uhanitqous Voice of the Fa- 
thers, and other ancient Writer S among 
jews and Chrifiians 9 as well as Councils^ 
of )the Church have pofitively averted 
this Portion of GocFs, to b$ a Tentk 
PaH ofallourlncreafe : As I (bait hatfe t 
occafiori to mention hereafter, . And , 
'tis yery probable from the general l 
Pra&tce afterward throughout the 
World. .'•; 

r Apd the Learned Grotius upon the. 
tyace r declares that the Tenth wtsjfbe] 
Portion due to God from the mojt ancir , 
eni Ages. . And that the footjieps there-, 
ef % are to be found every where in thi 
Greek and Latin Hi/lories* 

And becaufe Cain did not bring fq 
much as That, he fbew'd that, his 
Heart was not Right towards God: 
That he did not Honour Him with the 
heft, nor with that Proportion $ there- 
fore he was Rejefted and became A<> 
curfed, which prefehtly wrought uj> 
on him to do greater, Wicked nefs, 
inftead of Repenting for what he had 

\ dbnt 
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done arotfs $ and inftead of revenging 
his Folly upon bis own Hea'd* out of 
Envy and Malice, He. asnrtbtred bis 
Brother, becaufe bk own Workf were 
Evib and bit Brothers Right sow, 
fjohn 3. 13. 

Now, J fay, it was very probable, 
that from the beginning God fignified * 
his Pleafore, that all Mankind (hould 
make an Offering of a Tentb unto Um % 
as an Homage for his Right to all the 
Iocreafe that a Man had, and as a fuf- 
fictent Motive to engage Him to fend 
down a continual Stream of Blelfings 
upon him, without which, he could 
neither be Profperous, nor Succefs- 
ful$ nor live with Efteem in the 
World> ' 

This is the only Caufe can be af- 
Ggned, why the Pra&ice of this Duty 
(hould become afterward fo uoiverfal $ 
that not only the Jemiftr Nation were 
enjoined by the Law of Mofes to do 
fo : But the Gentile Nations round a- • 
bout, which were not within the CV- 
venant of Promife did the fame Thing $ 
and were altogether as Strift and Cau- 
tions, ?nd Exaft about the Perfor- ' 
C mancc 



Digitized by 



Google 



I * — ... . ■ ■ — . 

- - - — '^— '■ 

mance of a Duty, which even the Fin- 
ger ©* Odd pointed oat onto them, 
that they ought to do: And that the 
Omiffion of k wat a Very great Sin, 
from which they could nor Excufe 

• theoifelves without making Satisfa- 
ction. ' 

If then, in the beginning, and e- 
ter fince'Cbd laid a ckaitn to an Ob- 
lation out of the hcreafe of every 
Man's Sobftance, we have a fafficient 
Afluraoce of the. indifpenfeble Necef- 
6ty is incumbent opon us to pay it r 
If we do expect a Blefintg from* Win, 
or hope to increafe our Storey this 19 
the readieft Courfe we cao take. This 
is to Honour Him with our Subftatfvt y 
and to pay him a religious "Worfbtp 
and Service, with a part of the abub- 
» diance Me 'has beftowed upon ris. ' It 

• k a Compliance with the Pyi/w^J/ 
Injun&iort. Pfakt* 29. 1. To ghte the 
Lord the Honour due unto hit Name, 
Umnfotp tin Lord with Holy Worjliip* 

• Or, with that Part, which it Holy tmto 
the Lord, Lev. 27. go. 

3. I come Secondly to (hew, Thut 
this Cttjiom of f tying hittt fruits 

•• or 
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t>r Tithes, which cojhmotily ip the 
Sacred Boo fa *td in the Jewifh 
Writers* fignifie indifferent the 
fame Thing.: And by it J9 meant 
God's determinate Part, is anci- 
ent tr than the Law *f Mofef, and 
hng before the Ceremonial Lam 
Was in Aimed , and confequtntlj it 
could be no Part of it\ Her there- 
7 fore to ceafe under the Ebangelicd 
V/ffenfatton. 



The firft Time that we find, it* 
the Scripture, an exprefs Command 
for it ) or, a Declaration of its being 
the Lord's, is Exod. 22.19. Where 
it is faid, Thou (bait not delay to offer 
fa fir ft of thy ripe Fruits. And Lei). 
Ci 17. 30. 
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c 27. 30. And alt the Tithe of the Land % 
whether of the Seed fif the Land y or of 
the frrit of the Tree, if the Lords j it 
is Holy unto the Lord* . .. . 

Consequent hereunto, it is enjoin- 
ed a$ a Pofitive Law, Deut. 14. 2 2 r 
23, The Contents whereof calls 14 
Tithts of Divine Service. Thoujbalfl 
truly T^tbe all the Increafe of thySe^d^ 
that the Field bringetb forth tear fa 
Tear : And thou Jhalt eat before f&. 
*-The Tithes oftfyt 
ne and of thine Qyb 
r of thy Herds ^ and of 
it thou ntayfi k*rn tf?, 
1 God always. 

But that the Pra&ice of this £tetf s 
is often mentioned before $ appears*! 
in that of Abraham* faying Tithes to, 
MelchizedeCj who was Gods .High 
' Prieftl Of Jacob'/ vowing ajenth pf 
all his Goods unto the Lord. Thefe 
Two are exprefly mentioned in the 
Book ofsGenefiS) which gives but a 
fiort Hijiory of rhofe early Times. 



And 
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And the Learned ' DoBors amottg'the^,^- 
affirm $ that the reft of the Pfctatf**/, **« i 



Which Place St. FW refers to, 

H<?£. 7 J when he f«» forth the Honottr 

and Dignity of thrift's Priefttaod be- 

C 3 fore 
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fore that of Levi. He being a fried 
- - - afi9r,tksQ r 4**' (£lM$&i«4*$j v. ±7. 

» * G^ bi ^jp4 tbfrfjbfp to ^le^ihf Fed-? 



Dr. Com- 

¥!$*!? fi*/* ) ■ * * Xta<T te «# toexptiff much 

'■ " ■}'"' Wow; 
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Ndw feys the Afo/Vt, Utb. 7I4. In Heb.7.4. 7 
his magnifying thePri^fc^^ */ M e l c 
chizedec, beyond that of Levi. Con- 
fidkr how greM ihit Man \\\>afi> hvto 3 * ' 
whom even the Patriarch Abraham guvs 
t the Tenth ef the &f*ils f \y 

faftrcftre^ that Mek&ixkdec .* * v 

4ha A ^raAitor^ tod . Ira 
etter than the Aaronitd^ 
to fpring from Abraham* 
fe Loins Ltviwts t6 come, ^ 
Abrahdttt paid Tithes? 



A \ •.'/■! • \u.o?^^\ 



4 iforf 
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Ve>fc 7 , ^ ritfat at ContradmUm the Uft 
is BUfed of the better. , 

y«arfc8. And- here Men that die, receive 
Tithes;. B# there be teic'wttb thami °f : 
whom it vitnetfed- that be livetk V . > . ■ 

-, 1. 

Verfc p. . j^ 4, J /» 4; y*. /#, Levi Jfi tU* x 
receiveth Tubes fudd 2feto.ir4bi»<q 
bam.' • !"■: .1; -. • •" • .v.''' 

Verfe 10. For bt VMS jet Jh thi Loj*i fft bWi 
Father, when Md<±a£dtc met him. ^ J\ 

■ ■ oi 
of tbcPayn-f 
eLaw.; A©4a 
o£ -the cboi^ 
e fuch ooghfr , 
«'. Oferitrgs to 
A*i fVU i*G6dK. M the iSmA WW* fgnifc, 
^5i««. By whkh they ate exprefied.- ~ •- . 



And it of *# /£e Increafe oflh*. 
Spoils taken in War, which is the. 
; Soldier s Harveft, rifriamly much tnore 
* *»• * likely* of all the Jucreafa out of the. 
Earth, that' wereApolfcfled by* Bfoe. 
;W «J&4* (fays Dr. Hammondyvifr 
be a Efficient example and TefLimony of 

' ' : <** 
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the Ckftom in Abraham'/ Tim of ftj- . 
iwg Tithes to the Prieft of tff our In-, 
creafe, of what kjni foever it is. 

■ Fot doubtleg, this was not the on- 
if Time that Abraham paid tithes to 
Melchizedec, tut that he was wont 
to do fo yearly being his Higbfrieft v 
thb'tbis be the finele Reebrd of his 



ceptable 
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. citable pnrp God, and af 6rft of £>*• 
t««e fo**Arti?«) Ife n?ade a '^/eiw*. 
FJ»» of giving to Gvd *i* Tettfb of 4$, 
that .be fhould give him, Gtti.xB. 20, 
n, 23; It is fneottooed by way of 
yetfe 20. Gratitude,; #" G*4 **Hh ***b w >t an& 

4»4 pi(t&ite m* Bri*4 & **t «#d May 

BM^t,i%^t^^tb^n^U tine &w4 h 
«*M-, L-;. . :. : . ..; ... ,/ 4 



.j- 



ofbtf.l Un\tf%Gp$ 

w^h Prosperity,., ha 

ira that folemn Part 

»Wcb b? vpw$4At? 

dp; ^qfrqctf dopbtuig-pf tu> gwrfjf, 

graciqus Projoife jpp-^^unip, fcinfc 

««r. 13,14-. He made . * folenvi - D*», 

o4, And fo bewpgrtfe* 
\M;lfarjhip^ aa.^qatgr 
thereof* *e knew.tbjtf 
d«e, 4nd tberefofe as, 
that a& which kf b*4 
^ame. 
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came from' his boontiful Hand, he 
would by a fignal Obligation bind 
himfdf tp the Performance of that 
Duty $ notwithstanding he was ante- 
cedently obliged to it, as following 
'MrthiB's Example and Piety, by 
Vertne of that referad JRight, which 
God had in his, and all Men's fi- 
liate. 

And that God had referred fuch 
a Teatb Pwt t was well known to 



; Bv both which IhffanCes of tbofe 
Utfitnd ?4ttkrcbs exprefly mentioned 
tnthelfWo/tW, fettf ng afide what: 
the Rabbits fpeak in their Trdditioiti 
of the reft of the Pttrhrchs; perform- 
ing conftantly the fame Duty, we 
■*-* have 
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have a fnflfcient Aflurance, Thac Tithes 
vtotiftid before the Law, and as they 
all thought by Divine Right 5 beeaufe 
God had from ebe very beginning tab- 5 
ligai Mankind to it,: as he was the 

giver of all Things, which they had * 
the Enjoyment of. 

Now then, from hence it is evi- 
dent thaMt could not be a part of die 1 / 
CerearokialLav, or any othft paMy x 
belonging to the J'emijh&ate to o&-- 
ligc to this Doty, any otherwife thatT- 
, as tbofe Law might enjoin theOWtt^ 1 
vation of other Antecedent Duties^ 1 
as toabflai* frpm Murder, frit* Thefty 
Sv. So alfo from Tttie Stealing 5 be* 3 
ca»fe it! was a neceflary Dory to pa# 
TUbes before the Ceremonial Law wap 
inftitnted, and confequemty it wa$* x 
not to be done away^ as Ae Cerevn^ 1 
»/4was,:at the coming of Chrift. ■ 

pr.com- Such as were the Additional Pay- 
JT;*" *•*«*/, beyond the tenth Part doe ^ 
to the Prieft and Levitts, vfe. The 
( £*wr<w ) or Jfrft Ripe Frnitt, an 
tooth Part, the Therumh or Heave* 
offering, a 50th Part: 

Tift 
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The Jewing the Corner of the .IpeUfrr. 19. 9, 
tmnaped every Tear. The Tithe -/or 'Sat 14. 
Feaftsxthe Poor Mates Tithe every 19*20. 
Third Tear: And one othqr mention*- . 
e^ Ttoark 15.20, 3i. 

All which were to be paid, ovefar. Com- 
' a^afcove the Firft-fruits or Tenths j£^& 
tqw+ffitf** which made the Jtwifbf&t"*,'*, 
Fffpaitis .much more than the ^ r *Ai*^^*£ 
aog r ?$d fafcetiraes Three Tiraea nj^nim 
a#$h, ?Q be rather a 5th Part than a*** **& 
ijC^ t .Bw ithofe Additional Pay*$^' 
m^ics; beir^g fuperadded by the Lm^frmts »«» 
ars^iyiwd within while the ^^f^& 
ent Portion of the Ancittat of -Dap, or * . 
.'Si Ongmat Tenth, is of an Eternal V 
Obligation * of equal Force with the 
MorM Law, and alike binding* alt 
People in all Ages who own Cod $ 
who arebjeffed with an^Eftate, and 
who ought to Honour Him with their 
Snt$*nu> and with the Firft-fruits of 
all their Inert eft. 

Since then it does appear, that there 
is an Honour due to God to be paid out 
of all our Increafe : 'As the Firft-fruits * 
or Tenths of the heft and fair eft of its 
Kind. And 
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And fincc Chofe Jft// P*tti4rebs be- 
fore the Law, Mrobami Jaedb an* 
others, who were Hrfpired by God, 
pranked thefaifle Duty. It follow* 
plainly, that Tew^A/ Were not of Aft* 
fi/V Inftitution, nor were therefore to- 
be aboiHhed with the Law of Afyex, 
but ought to be paid by alV who bf 
Faith are the Sort* of Abakan? to -thie 
Sons of Afe/cifcftfce* by all tree 6l*i- 
ftians ro the Chrifttan Prteftt****, 
wttchconthnreifcMfever* They we*e 
paid from Adam to A4»fa, from Mofts 
toChrtft; from the beginning of Chfi* 
ftianity they have been and will be 
paid, until tKe Coafumuiatkm of all 
Things. 

During the bifpenfatkiti df thk 
Lav, there is the higheft Evidence 
imaginable for it, which lafted aboat 
2000 Tears, as the Period before j!hd 
Law did* And-a&ef thofe Two Pe- 
riods were ended, and the ChrUVutfi 
Religion eitablifhed, which accord- 
ing to the Calculation and Opinion 
of very Ledrmd Mea, ftiall continue 
the like Period of Years. 

*< kai 
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u And iheci ffee Seitekfk thtofindwUr. in 
feai! bring on the Period of , rtljjfi^ 
Accounts, when the Evcrlaft}*gtyn»v>ai. 
6abbatb foalt commence, and Time 'TJ^. 
« lhallbenomore. *• SS£ 

During which Period of t&e Go/pel, 
this Doty of paying Tithes (hall indif- 
penfebly continue, as being a Marti 
£*»% and fo of an Eternal Obiiga- 



'•ifl 



3. This brings me eo the Thfrd 
Particular, To fhtw how much 
the Chtffk** Religion does oUige 

J * ' #* f*fc Praffice. Together with 
the Advantages of faying of Tit far. 
CarefuUy and Honeftly, hath with 
rtfteg to litis Life and the next, 
as it relates to Temporal Profperi- 

■-'■"' *p and Ete¥hal Happineft; 

> 'From the Tw« foregoing Partita- 
Jars, we may' well be affarcd of the 
greawft Antiquity of thfe Praftke, 
♦both before the Law and under-ir, each 
Period containing about soop Years, 
tirfcfeh makes a long Preferiptiom 

And 
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An4 theji for its Continuance under 
the Gofptl y it being no where aboli- 
(bed, npr any, th? leaft Declafatjon 
made that God ever intended to abo- 
)t(h*ir, but very tnufk that it fhould 
continue, is a clear Argument, that it 
was to continue for eifcn 

As long as God, gives us hereby 
He is to be honoured }q ofr returning 
unto kirn his Portion $ this is natural 
Juftice and Gratitude, which if we 
refufe to pay to God we juftly forfeit 
bisBleffing and Favour, and incur 
the Curfc againft fuch notorious Offen- 
ders, as have not the fear of Gad be* 
pre their Eyes\ and therefore do not 
refpeS bis Holy Name nor his Word r 
but prefume to rob Him of his due. 

Dr. C6m- And our Saviours not repealing the 
hetm Obligatioa to this Duty in the New. 
Tefiament 5 as no dpubr, but he would 
have txprefly done, had he defigned 
the Discontinuance of it, after fo 
long a Pfa#ice, faom Go£s mnlnfo- . 
tution^ we may very rationally con- 
clude, that He did intend it (hpuld 
remain ft ill obligatory as before. It 

is 
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is alfo very probable, that 'twas his 
Mind that it (hould continue, becaufe 
when He upbraided the Pharifeer for 
their Partiality in Tithing Mint and 
Rue, and all manner of Herbs ^ and 
faffing over Judgment^ and the Lovp 
of God. He fay's, Thefe ought ye id 
have done , and not leave the other un- 
done 5 Luke 11. 42. Meaning ye 
ought to do the greater Duties, the 
more Difficult, and Ex pen five, as 
well as the Leffer, and the Eafier 5 ye 
ought to pay Tithes of the greateft 
Things, aswellasoftheleaft5 where- 
in they were very Cautious and Ex- 
a& Ye ought not to leave this un- 
done 5 implies, that it was Duty to 
do it* 



-i-4 



• " Id this Matter (fays Origen}tfom.ti. ,> 
" they were foftria, th*t they would [**"** 
" not fo much as Tafte of the Fruit 
of the Earth, before they had made 
an Oblation thereof to the Prieft. 



14 

it 



And we know who tells us, Mat. 
5. *0. Except four Righteoufnefs Jhall 
exceed the Righteoufnefs of the Scribes 
and Pharifees, ye [hall in no Cafe enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven* Where- 
D in 
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in the Poor as well as the Rich, if 
they be Vertuous and Honeft are alike 
capable #f being admitted; and by 
complying with the Payment of God's 
Proportion out of their Increaje : 
They do alike worlbip Him with their 
Subftance, and do equally Partake of 
his Safeguard and Prote&ion, Accep- 
tance, and other Divine Privilege** 

But how does our Righteoufnefs ex* 
ceed theirs, if we yvholly negleft that . 
Duty, which they partly fulfilled? 
And we Should much more abundant- 
ly. 

Another Inftance of o*r Saviours 
Approbation of it, is feen in his Para- 
ble of the Pbfrifee and the Public an , 
Lake 18.12. Where He reckons tha 
Payment of Tithes of all that we peffefr, 
. as an Aft of \\ orjhip and Devotion to 
God. 

Efayofvi- To which we may add, that Argu- 
tf ruin* nient of the Apoftles from the Makhi- 
%t dedal Prk/lbood, which was a Type 
of thrifts, who receiveth Tithes, of 
phom it h wHmffkd, That he Uttetk % 
Heh. 7. 8. or, in that he was a Priefh. 

From 
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From which Places it ifl more than 
probable, that our, SavipUr would 
have Titles vaunted &f Divine Right 
under the Gofpel, m they bad been 
all albng reputed before. 

But we Have vety fo^rui Pmfs to 
fhew the Continuance of this Duty to 
the Gofpel Miniftry, from what St- 
Paulfpeakj to the Corinthians , 1 Ep. 9. 
After he bad laid a Claim to his right 
to a Maintenance from them, from the 
the Example of a Soldiers not going to 
War upon bis own Charges: Froma%?e~ 
drejfers eaiing the Fruit of bis Labours : 
•And from a Shepherds being fed from the 
Produ& of bfrjwn flocl^ v* 7. So alfp # 
from the Teftimony the Lark gives d it 
under the command^ for not Muzling 
the Qx that freadeth out the Corn* v • 8,9. 
As if God took more care of the la- 
bouring Beafts, than of the Work of 
his Miriifters. He comes to (he w what 
this Maintenance ought to be, even the 
fame which the Law eftablifhcd for the 
Leviticd Prieftbood 5 and that we Well 
know was to be had from Tithes akd 
Offerings. For certain, no lefs than a 
Tenth of *#abft rafted from the feveral 
D i fatt* 
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Ceremonial Additions that were made 
co it, >as the Apoftld obferves to their * 
own Knowledge, v. 13, 14. Do yt not 
"know that they which Minificr about holy 
Things , live of the things of the Temple? 
And they which wait at the. Alt or , are 
• partakers with the Altar ? Even fo hath 
the* Lord ordained , that they which 
-Preacfctbe Gofpel^ ' fbould live of the 

Gofpel:: -' ■•:■ " ' 

.* *■ 

Where the Apoftle, from a confide- 
ration of that ample Provifioir, which 
the Minijiers of the Temple received for 
their waiting at the Altar, according 
to the Ordinance of God in the Old Teftd- < 
went; which was a fixt and certain 
. Maintenance, arifyig out of the Offer- 
ings that they were obliged to make $ 
-and the Tenth of AH, which they were 
obliged, to pay ^ does (hevg, that Chrifi 
the Son of God x imitating his Fathers 
Example $ :has ordained that the Gof- 
'pel Minffters, (hould likewife have a 
fixt and certain Maintenance of the 
fame Proportion, and arifing from 
the like means as the others had 5 name* 
ly^ from Tithes and Offerings. 

* And 
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And thefe were to be not" Arbitrary . 
and Precarious, as Men thought fit' 
themfelves, but of *.{lriSt Obligation $ 
not to come (bort of them, but rather 
to exceed, upon the Account of the 
excellency, of this Aforit/hy.,' ■ • - \ •••■■ , 
\ ••■-«. '• "■■ . ••>:'..- ' • > • 

For which *i5e^<^/e/vComparHbri.: 
runs very fall and high, fvetiftbatk 
the Lord ordained.' • '■ ">">.}■ \'> 

It moft then anfwer in the Proporti- 
on jj and Quality, ; J arid Certainty: of 
the Reyenue, otelfe, thetd wamld be. 
a- great Impropriety^ and i nconfequence. 
in the Apojilet WordsV even frhatb th* 
Lord ordained. ■ l'. ■>■'•'., x 

It would not be even fo, if it came 
fhortof the Revenue of the Jentple 5* 
or, \£the Priefts of the Go/pel, had nor. 
a'A(g& to Tithes, at mil as the Priefis 

»fthe Tetopkr . *.■' ' ) 

: According to which Senfe, the Pr& 
r*ttfr>& CbripaMs did tMiderftand the 
Apofiki Word*i and did' verify believe 
th'atU^astheXhdiiunceofChrift^ that' 
Tithei Should jbe- the Maintenance- of 
O 3 hk 
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His Minijlers, as well as they had been * 
of God's Miniftcrs before, being al- 
ways reputed hk iW**#w, and their 
Lot and Inheritance, i Conformable to 
whichi wis theit Pfa&ice, as foon as 
there was any fettldnent of the Cbri* 
fit An Church, .and tbey Were in a opa- 
city to pay them $ or the Apoflles and 
their Sucteftrs able to receive them 5 
which at fir ft chef were not, while, 
the Church was bat in its Infancy, 
and under Perfecution. 

However, atthatTiffleasOpportu-; 
n'rtiesferved, they were wont to give 
more than a. Tenth forts even the 
greateft part, or M t which they had, 
which did include moft certainly All 
which they ought to give. 

• Thus wi read, Ms 4. 34, $5. A 
many at *ere Pojfcjfns of Land/, at, 
Honfei, jtid them, and ktnght tbeyti* 
cts of the Things that were fold, **d 
laid them down at the Jpofiles Feet. So 
that a Tenth had been a ftnall Propor- 
tion, to what the devotion and libera* 
lity of the Believer* of that Age <Wi«l 
cated to the Worlbip *f (Sod, and the 
Service of his Qwcfc* Whereof Pi. 

foihutiwt 
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ftribuiions were made hy the A f oft Us ac- 
cording to every one*s Neceffiry . Am! 
to expeft a regular payment of the 
Tenth of their Increafe in fuch unfetled 
Times, efpecially, when the Church 
of Chrift was in a ftate of Perfecuiion, 
would have been as unreafonable, as it 
was anprafticaMe. 

Bat afterwards, every Chriftian was 
very forward to do fo, and were very 
careful not to fail in a duty, which 
# all Chriftians thought themfelves high-* ' 
" ly obliged to $ froth thofe general 
Directions of the Apefik in the places 
now quoted, and from feveral others, 
as Gal. 6. 6, To the fame effeft and 
importance $ faying, Let him that h. 
Taught in theWord, communicate unto 
him thai, Uaghetk in aS good Things. 
And I Cor. $. I f . If we havejbwn unto 
you SflriUtal/ThiHgi; is it agreatWng 
if we Jkt# reap jour carnal Things : Ana 
thettkft."' 

\ . ' 

The Primitive Cbriftianf needed no 
more' than thofe general Directions, to* 
exhon them to a liberal Contribution 
fot the work of the Minljtiy, and the 
Maintenance of Religion j knowing 
D, 4 from;; 
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from the general Pra&ice every where, 
that the leaft that they coqld offer to- 
wards thofe great $nds, was the Tenth 
of All 5 which being that Portion 
which God always approved of, as He 
at firft dire&ed it (hould be, made 
them fo to interpret the Apoftles mean- 
ings as not to apply to their own pro- 
per ufe, all the Goods that God had 
blefled them with, but to remember 
that a Portion of thetn God h*d re* 
ferved to Himfelf : And _ th«t Portion 
• <hey were aflur'd was to be a Tenth at 
leaft, according to the Pra&ice of" 
'jews and Gentiles 1 To which, with- 
out any Hefitation, they , added their 
Chriftian Cooformifyt 

Our Blefled Saviour, tho* he had a 
Right to fishes by virtue of his Eter^ 
pal Priefthood, ye\ he would pot Exer- 
Pt. Com- cije that Right while he limd % becaufe 
feer - He was conformable to the Law % which 
had fixed that Portion on thejtibe of 
Levi, to which he did not belong. 
■; ; / . .;-■. ■ ."'.■':.• ;.' 
. ^either wpqld his Apofile St\J>m\ 
fp far offend the Jewi/b Prieflboad, at 
that Time, as to lay a- claim < to the 
Tithes t^pn poflefi'diy the Piiefts and 
\ • . Levites, - 
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Levites* it fuffic'd'to intimate, that 
by thrift's Ordinance, the fame Main- 
tenance for the Priefthood, was annex- 
ed to the Go/pel which was formerly 
dije to the Law* 

And this every one underftood to 
be the Tenth, which as Chriftianity 
prevailed over the Jewifh Church, they 
aflumed as their proper Right and 
Due. Infomucb, that the early Pra- 
ctice of this Doty, gave the beft Inter- 
pretation* of it. Arid the Ancient Fa- 
thers unaniraoufly almoft, give their 
Teftimony thereto. 

As I. Iren&us, Polycarfs Schoffar, 
and he of St. John, who lived near the 
Times of the Apoftles, affirms, That we 
oOght to offer to God the Fir ft fruits of 
his Creatures. Adding, that f&ejews, 
for thk caufe had their Tenths C*nfecra~ 
ted 5 hut Chfifltons have dedicated all 
they have to God's Service cheerful// and 
freely, not 'giving that which is lefs than 
the Jews, bukufe they have a better 
Hope. 

\ x. Origen fay?, Ti Him we offer our 
Firft-fruits, to whom we fend uj> our Pray- 
ersu . 3-St.£jr- 
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jty» a$c. 3. St Cyprian f That the Chriftid* Ob- 
lations were expelled^ he bk Days to be 
' Tenths at kaft. 

9 4. St. Gregory Na&anzen, It is jufi 
and plow to Confecrate the Firft-fruits of 
the Barn-flpor % and the Wine-prefs to 
Gods becanfe both we and ail we have f 
proceed from Hint. 

More particulaily and exprefty id* 
wards the enforcement of tnis Doty* 
by the Lam ofQod % are the Fathers which 
follow them. Such as St. Hilary* St. Am- . 
brofe^ St, Chryfoftom, St. Augufkine^ &c. 
who, in their federal Ages declare the 
paymeot of Tithes to be a moral Dm- 
ty 7 and consequently of perpetual O- 
bligation, with whom, the facred $y+ 
m npdjoftheChwch) and the Decrees of 

Cwncib 9 and the EdiSs of the Chrifihn 
fyfiperor* do all "agree, as particular 
Places mEcclefiaflical Hifiory do abun* 
dantly Teftify, which it would be eod, 
tedious to produce within the cotfipafii 
of a Sermon. 

9 And I (hall not* have time to (hew 

how. the Gentle Nations concurred in 

* the 
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the fame Opinion, and with great cauti- 
on paid the Tenth <rf ABtotbe Hettbt* 
Godt, even of the Spoils in War, ac- 
cording to the example of Jbrtktnn, 
as to Jnpber, to Hercules^ to ApUo, 
tojtata, to DiMtu, to Sab*, &c. Ac- 
cording to the Notion of which they 
had of the Gods that they Worfoip- H(fW ^ 

ped. As partfcular Hiioriattj men- H#pctml 

Sob r ■ * m,Dad.- 

!*■** Sit, Ste. 

But if, after all, There be any one 
fo perverfe and obftinate, as, either 
for want of better Information, or 
through extreme Prejudice, to diflent 
from the general Opinion, and uni- 
verfai Pia&ice of l*»i and Qemilet % of 
Chrifiiam arid Heatbmt herein $ and 
for want of a due Confideration, and ic*. 9.1^. 
a greater feofeof Piety, oppofethofe 
dear - Evidence^ and among them 
the Ordinance of the Blejfed JtJ**, for 
fiich a right to the Tenths I will brief- 
ly, Chew the Right he has to it, from 
particbiar Donatio*/*^ which are valid 
cnongh, tho* of a far lefs Obligation. 

God may have an abfolute Right 
<o the Things that are dedicated to the 
$eni<$ of his Church, and ^he perpe- 
tuity 
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tuity ofcReligjon,. by the Vows and Do- 
nations, that are made by Man 5 by 
wtiich he delivers back again unco 
God , all bis R.tgfit and Title to f J&<tf 
Portion forDpdicatetf^ out of the abun- 
dance of thofe Things which He has 
freely :keftowed upon him. . - 

After which Donation there remains 
po manner of Right in him, to the ofe 
of the Things fo given, but they re- 
main fot evierfeparate from him, and 
from <he«ce become the entire Pro- 
perty of him, to whom they are gi- 
ven 5 as in the cafe of Ananias, Ads 
5. 4, While it r equine J was it not thine 

'.4b $.4. ***** r d*d after UttysSold^ was it not 

Froy.io,$. }» thine own Power ? 

v This is alfo.a ground of Chd'sfole 
Right Jm Tithes v and Churches, and 
Ch*rch;lJ4nds} which by free gift be- 
ing ; config»ed to \ Divine Worlhip, 
cannot be* alienated from it, no more 
than /a Man dan take away another 
Man's Right aqd Propetty in any Thing 
whatsoever. 

snake in " Ntow: then, the - feveral Kings o£ 
pS " E^akd,:*ha-.bnt fomedmes ihad 

the 
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" the fole Right and Property in all 
c * the Lands of England, have a new 
•'•dedicated, by particular Vows, [and 
€C of lat$ by the Coronation Oath] as 
" Jafob did, Gen. 28. 2^. all the 
Ci whole Tithes of the Lands of Eng- 
<c land to God; and (igned Charters 
" **<i Grants of the fame, and tender- 
<c ed them upon their Knees at the Al- 
46 tar of God, in Prefence, and with 
" the Approbation of the Lords and E- 
"Jiates of the Land 5 with heavy Cur- 
" fes and Imprecations upon Them- 
" felves, or any. of their Succejfors, 
c * who (hould recal the fame, or in- 
c< croach in any part upon the Tithe 
" of God 5 and upon all who (hould 
u receive Juch . Grants from them, or 
" affift them in inch Sacriledge. 

The fame has been confirmed by fe- 
vztz\A8s of Parliament 5 and particu- 
larly by Magna Charta (or the great 
Charter of England) the firft Claufe 
* whereof gives to God and the Church all 
her whole Rights and Privileges inviola* 
hie. Which Rights, thefe Laws de- 
clare, Tithes to be above all> other pof- 
feffions. 

And 



-• 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



? • - f ■ NT , } ■ ■ ■ • . , „ , 

4& 2"A# Impiety..' 

Ami that ^rr^rf C&irftr had for its 
Original the Lams of King Edward, 
called the Confeffb* $ which fince the 
Comptcjl dor Kings and &neens„ did 
Swear tb obferve; . 

Maimsbu- Among Which, thfc wai one con* 
i^^cermng payment of Ttthes : Tfjofe Cu- 
te, flams Qfor paying kfs than the Tenth} 
had their rife front the Malice of the De» 
* .* t>#. But, a* ought to prefer that 
^thichisjuft, before that which is the 
. , Cuftom. On account of which it was; 
%*** Aat tbe Laws of Ed „y d £ declaring, 

Tithes are due to God, ic made it plain; 

** that fitt Cuftom which defrauds 

u God of thit dug in whole or iti 

" part, ought to be allowed. And 

" therefore the Ecclefiaftical Canons 

4 * i6 made in thofe Days did declare, 

** Theft Cuftom j ought utterly to be ahro- 

. "gated. For Truth is of that Natm** 

££2 u *t* *' prescription, no length of 

Tertuiiian u Time % no Eminence of Perfonsj no 

frit, P . « Protege f Countries can hold againB 

u it. Neither are we ftronger thaii 

God i to break through hid Laws, and 

the Vows and Oaths of our Kings ana 

A&s of Parliament, with impunity. 

Having 
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Having tbmfbewn how much the Chri* 
SHan Religion does oblige U the pay* 
mem of Tithes. 

i (hall before I conclude this parti* 
cular, (hew the Advantages of this Pra* - 
tffci, as it tends to Mens Temporal 
and Eternal Intereft. And if Men can 
be perfuaded, that this will promote 
jbeir Intereff, which they fo eagerly 
purfue after. It will farely prevent 
their Frauds ai^d Thievery on this Ac- 
count, by which they do the greateft 
Injury to themfelves, when they dijbo* 
now God thereby : It is the Sin of Sa» 
crttege they are then guilty of, which 
is a Sin of fo deep a dye, that it will 
not be forgiven without the fincerity 
of Repentance and Restitutions 

So on the other fide, it is not God, 
that is the gainer by the obfervation of 
this Duty, but |t is thofe that faith- 
fully perform it 5 and thereby (hew 
that their Truft and Confidence, and 
dependancc is upon God, when they 
honour Hint with their Subffance, who 
(ball be the great gainers in the End. 

Thi? 
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This many Pious devout People have 
experimentally found to be true, and 
that God has blejfed the labour of their 
Hands , and the fruit of their Ground^ 
much the better for their Faithfulkefs 
. herein. 

And, I do not in the leaft doubt* 
but others would find it their Privilege 
and Advantage, and great fatisfa&ion 
' to their Minds 5 if thfcy would alfo be 
careful in this Matter, and firmly rely 
upon God, and believe his Word, and 
truft in his Providence, by the regular 
payment of their Tithes^ which will be 
an honouring Him with their Deeds be*- 
yond what they can do with their 
Words, 

The Pra&ice of which, he leans to 
have made the condition of their Pro- 
fperity^ which very many fail of, for 
want of trying the Experiment^ and 
who can't find it in their Heart to be 
truetoQod^ attdhoaeSl in their dealings 
towards bk Servants. Notwithftand- 
ing they do believe, tho* they do not 
confider it, that He fees and knows 
what they do, or what they neglect 

the 
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the doing of: And that He will aflb- 
redly either punifh or reward them,, 
according as they do ill or well 5 in 
dealing truly, or defrauding God of 
his Due. 

This we mttft believe to be a certain 
Truth, unlefo we think that He did 
but delude the Wotld, when He fets 
them upon the try a! of it* Mai. 3. io* 
11, 1?. 

Bring ye all the. Tithes into tie Store* 
houfe, that there may be meat in mine 
Houfe, and prove me novo herewith faith 
the Lord ofHofis $ if I will not open you, 
the windows of Heaven, and ponr yort 
out a BUffing, that there (ball not be 
room enough to receive iu 

And I mil rebuke the DevMrer fot 
your fakes, and he (ball not defiroy tht 
Fruits of your ground 1 neither [hall your 
Vine eafi her Fruit, before her Time in 
the Field faith the Lord of Hop. 

And all Nations /haU call you Blefed t 
foryejball be a delightfom Land, faith 
the Lord of Hofls. 



& 



When 
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.*'W<hert*«rith wonderful Cdndefeei^ 
fibn, fche LorA does iftfite Mankind,- 
to tx$ if;rHk will: make /hiJi PrDifirifc 
good unto them, or be but fo gooii is 
his Word with them. 
iL:\r; . ••:*' ? • •■ •-'•L / » :;.. : '• i:\7 

*v» * i Ths lik^Pfotfltfe he makes in*he 

** ,7# tfekt,: »*****• ^ /.Vr</ toith thy: S& 

Jbtuct* **d vtUh^fo BirfkfrUlU of all 

thine Increafe ; fo /hall thy Barns >be fiU 

led with Plenty, and thy Prejfes burit 

* And* therefore the Religion Jem 
dM-d&rlf-lfclfeve\ it tboiild be eirerf 
fo as fte hacNaid; they catted Ifofe/ 
«&e hedgktif Ricfajyibut'* they more 
than Hedges, ftr they did, aot on-* 
ly Fence and Preferve what was con- 
tained within, iuiliidp^mre tk vfm- 
Hoohr Mtfctftfc hea^Mt of which thy mH 
eTj.pV tttynl ^omwhetrce mjghrariferhafe 
L 5- froverfc among them\ Decimal M &'- 
v%s finis paf Tfohir fod grow Rkh* 
Hence the wife Son of Syrac, almoft 
in Solomon* Words % v Ecdef. 35. 4, 9, 

Give 
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> Give the Lord hk Honour with a good Verfe 8. 
Eyi r and diminifh Hot the Firji-fruits 
of thine Hands. 

In. all thy Gifts jhew a chearful Conn* Verfe 9. . 
tenance, and dedicate thy Tithes with 
gladmfs. 

Give unto the moji High> according Verfe I0 ; 
as He hath enriched thee 5 and as thou 
haft gotten, give with a chearful Eye. 

For the Lord retompencethj and wiffverfcu. * 
give. thee [even times as much. 

From which places, nothing is 
more evident, than the great Benefit 
and Advantage is to be had by the re- 
gular paying our Tithes 5 iufomjoch ; 
that it is to 'be efteemed rather a Pri- 
vilege to be admitted to do fo, than 
to be exempted from it. God Him- 
felf invites all Men to it; that thereby 
He may manifeft his Bleffing towards 
them, by increafing their Store to* a 
great abundance. And that they may 
be the more fenfible of it, He ibids 
them prove Him herein, and fee how 
remarkably He will (bower down his 
E2 Blef- 
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Bleffings upon them. How He will 
be their Defence and Prote&ion, and 
give them divine Privileges for doing 
their Duty : And make them the de- 
light of other People, for their Obe- 
dience to Him. 

Tis God that advifes them not to be 
diftruftfulof hk kjndnefs, nor to (hew 
a grudging Mind, or any wmiliingnefs 
or cowtoufnefs, when they make their 
grateful Acknowledgments unto Him, 
for what they have received from Him : 
But to be cheerful and free, when 
they pay Him what He requires at His 
due 5 yea, when He invites them to 
the payment of it for their own fake 
too, that thereby they may reap the 
more abundant Intreafe, and be fecure 
of His Blejjing and Favour. 

Hence it was an Obfervation of St. 
Augujiine, That our Fathers abounded 
in alt Plenty hecaufe they gave Tithes. 
They did put their truft in His Provi- 
dence, and He profpered them ac- 
cordingly. According to their Faith be 
did unto them. 

\ And 
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And (till He will sot fail to make 
good, bis Promife to us on the fame 
Account. And by a feofible multi- 
plying of our Store, He will bring us 
to put greater confidence in his Mer- 
cy and Goodnefe, till our Faith (hall 
lead us to depend upon Him for Eterr 
nal Blefjings, as well as for Temporal 
ones. And we (hall be not only cal- 
led BUJfed t for our Profperiry here, 
and the profpeft he will give us of 

• our Future Happioefs, for honouring 
Him with our Snhftance : But we (hall 
be really Bleffed at the laft, when our 
Faith and Hope (hall be fwallowed up 

. in Fruition. 

If then we do really put our craft 
In God $ if we hope for His Bleffing 
and Favours * if we expec) to Thrive 
and Profper in the World $ if we va- 
lue the welfare of our Church, and 
the continuance of Cod's Worthip 
among us: Ye* I will add what is 
much concerned herein $ if we feek 
the Peace of a good Confcience here, 
and the happinefs of our Immortal 
Souls hereafter, we muft not be want- 
ing in this duty of honouring the Lord 
E3 with 
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with our Subftance, and with the Fir ft* 
fruits tf all our Increafe^ which we 
have all *he aflu ranee from Godfs 
W^rd dots very highly contribute to- 
wards thofe great and glorious Endi 5 
and which will fecure us from the 
dreadfol Curfe, attending the Violate 
on of it. x, , 

4. This brings me briefly to confider 
the Majedi&ion or Curfc which does 
attend the Non-petfbrmanc* of this 
D*% or the Violation of it^nn 
the impious, odious % ink \ damna- 
ble Sin of Tithe-Stealibg^A/^ 
was the 4th. Particular* 

Whatever is Dedicated, Confecra- 
ted $ or fet apart for God's Worfhip 
and Service, as Tithes and Offerings are 
in a peculiar manner, cannot be en» 
croached upon, fubftrafted, or cle- 
fecrated, if you will 5 without in cur- 
ing the guilt of Sacrilege ' and the 
Curfe of Gdd. • ThiS does run counter 
to the Bleffings, and' Advantages of 
the regular paying of them. - 

/ The one brings Honour to God, "and 
derives a Bleffingiipdn the well-fliean- 

in S 
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mg ChrijHa* 5 ftfe *to» <ta>& diftib* 
noor Htar, is a frhrtl df denying of 
Hitn, arid procures ■•* £Wf£*lBpon tne 
ttflmerife; wtfd ;<prM&fcfe^tb fffejfrf 
^»j but doc's redtty d*&aud ( and r# 
i%«C4>f vtfe& iWbfflnp iWWch-fe doe 
unto Him. 
'J', ■■ ..') ■:■ .. .::u i ' : fi-.I ■' 

-v^Thfeis no (mall Robbery, &H :: by 
all -Cafttijh b accounted the • eiceft of 
Thifevery, and in an high degree ©<*»- 
torifc** Ixfcaufe itfis 4 JhMtm&flmlhJ. 
ttikv Portion which by' ibe n Law of 
Cod and Man,; is «!lbtM for theiMSSH 
leH4»ce of iht Mtniftry,' ariH-fhe fbp- 
port Of Religion/ iurg tti4rtfore mttfi 
ty'no MeatiPbe kfpt -tod^' hor-krtf triers 
toftiftj^itfed to 4i)oi£ the fayikeni\ ei- H.Dutj 4 
tberi* while or }* part. And for the M?n * 
truth of this; wte ' hive tfoe Teftiniony 
oi-God'±W»rd,M*\.$:>%l whefe tHe 
Ffbphiit fuppOfc* a! Man mtfft corrie to 
ai daring <hetgfh*<of frn]>iety; before He 
be 'guilty of- it .'When he asks** this 
Qtfeftibn, r$B-'*M*n rob-God ? ' But 
*h«i4ie fe*es fotoe covitoik Jkrs with 
it, ^r« ^« ; J&»^e'n>W «fip.v J , Bat/ they 
asunebn&rfled,* and ignorant' 6¥ the 
Mattel te^!fti:*ftfr#»-j6stve"'flfe r*&J 
• i&itf To WhlchiHeranfwersv htTitht 
E 4 <*»</ 
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and Offering, And therefore He 
adds, v. f. Tie are turfed with 4 Curfe, 
for ye have robed me, even tbk whole 
Nation. So tmiverfal was their Tranf- 
greffion, that they were all £«%, 
and therefore all lay under the Curfe. 

" Here it is moft plain ("fays the 
incomparable Author of the whole Du- 
ty of Matt) "that in Cod's account, 
'• the with-holding Tithes, is a robing 
" of Him j and a Curfe is all that is 
" gotten by it. Then He adds, what 
damage or punifhment attends this 
Curfe, how much Men are loofers by 
it. " Common experience (hows us, 
" that God's Vengeance doth in a re- 
'• markable manner purfue this Sin of 
" Sacrilege j whether it be that of 
with- holding Tithes, or the other of 
fiezing on thefe Pofleffions, which 
have been voluntarily confecrated 
to Cod. Men think to enrich 
themfelves by it, but it ufually 
proves direftly contrary. This nn* 
" lawful gain becomes fuch a Canker 
" in the Eftate, as often eats out even 
" that which they had a juft Title to. 
And therefore he concludes with this 
Admon^ion 5 it ye love " (fays He) 

?! 
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" I will not fay your Souls, but your 
•* Eftates$ pteferve them from that 
w danger, by a ftrift care*, never to 
" meddle with any Thing tec apart 
" for the Lord. 

" And for the proof of this (fays or. Good- 
another Lesrned Author, to the fame *£'* 
efteft) we need no more than to ob- 
ferve, *' the common Succefs of fuch, 
" Men as purloyn from the Church : 
" They are generally a querulous, 
**, uneafy, lean, hungery, and un- 
* thirfty fort of People * God Almigb- 
" ty blowing upon, and blading their 
" other Labours, for the fake of this 
«« accurfed Thing in their Tents: Or, 
** if any of them thrive for the pre* 
* ' fent, yet, one time or other, a coat 
" from the Altar will take hold of, 
* c and fire their Nefts. 

<c Commonly they are Men (faysjf***''- 
the Judicious Mr. Hooker, fpeaking ' $ * 
of thofe that with skill devour the 
Church, while they feem to befriend 
Her: Or, of others, who think to re- 
pair their decayed Eftates by the 
fpoils of it) «* commonly they are 
V Men born under that Conftellation, 

" which 
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whkh mated* >, them I know not 
hqw* as junapuo enrfch dwmfelves; 
f< as they are ready to impoveriQi o- 

V fliers. lt:U their lot to foftain dfc- 
" ring Life, both the^raiferyofcfieg^ 

gars, and the infamy of Robers. 

": But tho* 110 other plague, or t c- 
venge Qnou\d*fo\\otff4crikgi0&Vio+ 
* Jatkms <>f-HofyThiMgi, *he natural 
" feccet.difgrace and:ig»Qniiny^ the 
^ wcy turpitude loffoehvi^kn^ id 
".the JEyc of a.wife urtdgrftanding 

V H^art^J? it {elf > an heavy punifli-^ 
^ menc; - : : : :■ , /.> ; ^ ":v r *« * ' 

It is another part of this 6#/e, that 
the guilty <Perfons arefo far deluded 
by the grand Enemy ^of^Religion, that 
they are not fenfible of their Errors, 
or elfe they woutd never be deliberate- 
ly guilty of it 5 for will 4 Man rob 
Go4^ that fegands his Ommfckncy? 
Will he (ied from Hicn, who will i»e 
his. Judge, and haa an. Omntyottkt 
Arm. to puniihi H'rav?; No*ie in Uis 
right wits would dofo, nf be confi- 
ders of itvntor the moft pepfligirtp, 
who has little. or. no fenfe of Kclqgi* 
on, lif: he xcmiidw. that^he ihaU be 
»,\ d ' \ no 
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no gainer by it 5 but rather be the 
ivorfe,- and id the more wafting, lari- 
gaiflling Condition 5 'as thofe great 
Autborites above-mentioned, and ex- 
perience do abundantly teftify. 

Even the great and wealthy are 
ptiffoed by this Curfe\ -as Well as the 
meaner fort of Church robets, arid 
Tithe^Stealers. ' A notorious Inftance 
Of Which, we have in King Henry 
VIR and the ill fate of thofe* that 
affiled Him in his facrilegious invasi- 
ons of the Churches Right and Patri- 
mony. He bimfelf became mirch the |. Hen. 
poorerfor \t$ and th^wboltKbigdsm^^^ 
tho* unwillingly brought to confentm/^e, 
to it in Parliament \ for advantagious^ a P-£- 
ends that were propofed and agreed 
Upon, were in a Wotfe Condition 
than before $ and none of thofe Pro- 
je&s focft effeft. 

All thai! incredible Mafs of Wealth 
which came into his Coffer*,* by the 
Alienations ofChkrch Lands $ by tnake- 
ing Tithes impropriate^ and the robing 
Of Tome TfcotJ&ndS Of Churches of 
their tWute, to i fhort Time was 
unaccountably fquandred away, and 

con- 
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confumed and came to nothing $ and 
not one promife to his People was 
made good for the publick Benefit. 
Contrary to which, the People were bur- 
thened with more Taxes, Subjtdies, and 
■ Loans , than ever informer Times, 

And though thereby a prodigious 
addition was made to the Rubes of 
the Crown, yet, with the confumption 
of this faerjlegioKs Wealth, the antient 
Crown Lands were alfo carried away * 
which, from being formerly enough 
for the fupport of .the Dignity of 
it, were reduced lower than fome 
Noble-men's Bfiates, and fince that 
time, to a fmall Matter. 



cc 
«( 



« 



(( 



" Then for the fad and fatal Ends 
of thofe that were concerned, in it., 
1. Clement ytb. gave leave for it$ 
aod he became very unfortunate af- 
terwards 5 the City of Rome was 
twice taken and facked in his deign $ 
hehimfelf was made Prifoner, and 
dyed a miferable Death. 



" a. Cardinal Woolfey, who obtain- 
* ed leave to demoiiih forty Religi- 

" ou$, 
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** ous Houfes, incurred a Premunire % . 
n forfeited his Honour^ and Eftate, 
" and Life, and 'twas thought poy- 
<c foned Himfelf. 

" And 3. thofe five Men that were 
imployed by him in the Sacrilege ■, 
were thus difpofed of* two of 
them quarrelled, one was killed, 
and the other hanged : One drow- 
ned himfelf j the fourth though 
Rich, came to beggary 5* and the 
fifth was miferably ftab'd to Death. 



€4 

CI 

« 
4C 
CC 



A fad Cataftrophe of fo many fa- 
crtlegiom Perfons. Three of which 
Were of the greateft note, and yet 
fuffered for their Guilt, as the lefler $ 
by very remarkable Judgments, fuffi- 
cient to terrifie others ^ from puting 
their Hands towards the pulling 
down, or leflening the Churches P4- 
trimomj. 

To thcfe Inftances, I (ball only 
add the obfervation of St. Augujtime, 
who was Biftwp of Hippoo in Africa i Hpptm 
For the lime will fail me to fpeaifi "^ 
largely en this Suhjett, as I may have 
Occajio* for, at another Time. 

1 That 
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Efoofth* <* That -Pious Bifhop, had often ad- 
Jgf 4 monilhed his People of their neg- 
to Tithes. * left of paying their Tithes j and laid 
t, 170- * a particular ftrefs upon it, as a main 
4 caufe of the" Miferies that bad over- 
4 taken them^ tfpeeially of ^ their -Po- 
verty, oceafioned by the heavy Tax- 
Q es, which were extorted from them, 
4 to carry On that War in which they 
4 were engaged; And he obferves to 
4 * rfhem, that G6& by this, was exatt- 
4 hig double from -thete, for tfcbfe 
• Tithes which they had negle&ed to 
4 jpay toftim. - 

jiug.Ser- " Artd concludes by faying, We would 
mon, 219. hot /hare 4»ith God in giving Him ihe 
Tenths and novo behold the whole if ta- 
kgnfrotn m. — ■ Ifthon givefi hot the 
Tenth, t thou wilt give that to, an impi*> 
on* Soldier, which thon trouldft not give 
to G)fd and his Priefi. The Exchequer 
has faallowed that, which vie rejafed to 
give to Chrift. - ' J 

^<, Thrs was their Cafe\then 9 and I 
pray God it may never be ours 3 that 
for not being careful to pay a Tenth 
of All where it is due* we be not bjr 

degrees 
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degree brought to that pafs? as^not 
td nave a Te**j& aof what we had left 
us: God will not abttys hate Pa- 
tience with us,t though bis longfuffkr~ 
ing Goodnefs, tries if we will repent, 
for coming fhort in that part of hk 
Worjhrp; whkih the Scribes and P hart- 
fits (Tame upfto, beyond us. 

It is certainly the fafeft way to 
kWp entirely off from a TranfgrdB- 
oil;- fo dangerous and deftru&ive, 
and not tb rob<hd ofhk Eoww*, ei- 
ther defignedly, by (huffling Tricks 5 
or ladftetfly, by iscrerEvafions, and 
joy ningr with others that do foj or? 
upofl any Account Whatfoever : For,' 
Hi fr a Jealous God, and wilt not fuf- 
fer the ifnemits ofhk du& r to prevail 
OVtt htftft, thokgh>He bears iong with 
the to. '" ' * ! .- f " .»»'. ' : •'■ ■' . 

^Sdctifwetatf People God abhorrzthl 
Pfalitt io>: 5. And itt'fhe fight of Men,' 
furely He that robs God in the Field, as 
a greater Criminal, than he that robs 
MdrF upo* the Btghw*f\ though for 
Politick Ends, •< the; latter fbmetimes 
(btfeft greater PuniflftDenw 5 as #e 
tfctt Violates the commandments of the 

fecond 
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fecond Table, is more feverely punifli- 
ed, than he that breaks tbefrfi^ tho* 
no Body doubts, but Ofeucet againfi 
God, are greater than tbofe againfiovr 
Neighbour. 

In like manner, Tithe Stealers (hould 
be more odious, as they are more 
fcandalous and wicked than Sheep- 
floaters: Of which latter, are com- 
monly none but the bafer fort, of the 
leaft Reputation, and the loweft 
Character: But the former, though of 
a worfe denomination, may for a 
while carry their Heads a little high- 
er, and impudently out-brave the 
Crime, as the moft defperate Sinners 
are wont to do, became of their 
fuperlative Wickednefs, being not a- 
ble, or a(hamed to make fatisfa&i- 
. on for the Injuries they do, and 
therefore do endeavour to ftifle 
their Conferences, left the Terrors 
of them (hould tun them into defpe- 
ration. 

Yet, the Time may come, when 
God will take the Matter of com- 
plaint into his own Hands 3 when 
the right of bis Cbureb is fo nearly 

con- 
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concerned % and vifit fmoh a Nation, 
£Iucb a Town, inch a Parifh] */ 
firtr, and then (ball we not be able to 
totthftand Ins Judgments, when we 
camion jaftify our felves on this Ac- 
count. 

tbt Anther eftheP&Qaeetf tt*Jg«»4- 
ty, lias already noted us out, for,<b,.p, 
baaing been feveral Timet the markja*- 
of his 'judgment $ for the Profanation , w J ^ 
0/ to Sabbath, and for ttie Contempt i4ia- 
tof kit Service* 

And (ball we not fear his Judge- 
ment for oar Sacrilege, *fl with- 
holding or (ubtrading his referved 
Portion, -and thereby denying the 
Honour that if due nnto Hiat$ efpe* 
daily fince we enter into confedera- 
cies and combinations to do fo. Sore- 
ly he has referred the Tenth pari ef 
■stmt immfe to bimfeif , as weM an 
•he Seventh fat* of our Time. And 
iBiemay feverely fconrge us for ouf 
vbfiromlhig, or robbing i¥\m of either. 

If He does not, we (hall efcape 
toner than our >JFet*f4therst though 

F we 
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we are not better than they ; but we 
muft fpeedily repent, and make 2£e- 
fiitution and Satisfaction for the Inju- 
ries t we have hereby fdone to God 
*v<l Man^ leaft a worfe Thing befal 
u*\ For, (hould we perfift in our 
Sacrilegious Wick^dnefs^ and not take 
♦ wafnlog.bjr others Hxamfle^ we (ball 
f not efcape from bringing Confofion 
and Deftru&ion upon our -felves and 
■' , Pofterity. 



' I will not fay of fuch workers, of 
Iniquity, let them fteal on, and let 
their Theft be their greateft Puni(h- 
ment$ let them be. left to. the lath 
of tbeif own guilty Conferences. A 
greater evil I am jure 1 cannot with 
ihem. > 

But I would much, rather, endea- 
* your to prevent, their Sin, that they 
may efcjpe the dreadful Puoi foment 
;due to, ir. I would endeavour to 
keep them from tranfgreffiag after 
fugh an heinous Marnier, And pray 
yet againji their Wickednefs^ and that 
God may be Merciful unto them 5. tho* 
the Pfalmift gives no encouragement 

to 
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to do fo, for them that offend tpWvr* 
malicious Wickedttefs. But our Savir 
our does, and I befeech God to 
bring them to Repentance, to a feme 
of their Sin, and to make a Refti- 
tution for it: That they may be 
forgiven, before the Meafure of their 
Iniquities he full, when there, Will be 
no place for Repentance, nor any. Sa- 
crifice for Si*. ' 

5. I come in the loft Place* toadd 
fome few Observations upon the> whole t 
andfo conclude. . 

1. Then, fince it is very evident, 
that the honouring of the Lord wftk 
our Subjlance, andvrith the Eirp: fruits » 
of all our Increafa ' , > » 

. Or, the giving to God. the Ttntb. of 
AD, is an indifpenfable Moral Qutfy 
a part of God's Worfl»p % and in all 
Ages -and Countries, concluded; to 
be God's Divine Right. It will be iitfw 
01005*0 come (hort of this- Payment. 
It will argue a Contempt of Qodi and 
a negteft of his War/hip and Service 
Co* do lb $ and make the guilty Per- 
'. < Fa fins 
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fins liable to a Cnrfe, which we have 
feed, is attended with a long train 
of Miferies and Misfortunes : Attend- 
ed with Poverty and want of God's 
Bleffing and Protection. 

It will provoke God to with* 
draw from them, and td let them 
loofe to the fkrf of Ml Spirits, to 
acl: greater Mifchief, like thehi- 
lelves. As it was the cafe of Caix t 
Gen* 4. who Was tht firji Mm that 
did not Worfbif Gvd trigbt) with 
the trrie Offering of his Firft-jrhHs* 
or, with the Tenth part jf bh In- 
creafe : So he became the fitfi Mht- 
therer, and had the impudence Co 
Out-brave God with a Lie, and a 
furly Anfwer, by denying it after- 
wards* for which Reafon he had for- 
ever the ntteK of a ViUtan upon 
him. 

It aMb from hence follows, that 
llnce Thbet are an indifpenfable Right 
6f Go#s mn InfiHwUdn, and not a- 
boHflied by Him * there can be no 
Law or Cuftom to the payment of 
Jets than the Tenth, but mitft be S** 

crilegioMt, 
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crikgioMt, and will enfaare Men to 
devour that which it Holy, and will Pw. 20. 
bring them within die danger of cap- *> 
iag fliort of their Duty , as Cain 
did) and deceive • theqi with tjie 1 
thoughts of needing no Repentance, 
Cor that guilt which they are in- 
volved ip 5 by the continuance of 
fo uujuft a Law, and fo vile a Gu- 
ftom. 

But what Power en Earth,' 'can fru- 
ftrate Qod's firft Defignation of a 
Tenth, and without His own confent, 
take awajrfrom Him, what He has re- 
ferved wholly to Himfelf > 

This, fome Saerilegiono Popes, out 
of a pretence of the plenitude of their 
Power, have prefumed to do, but 
'tis what Pious Antiquity never ap- 
proved of 5 And it deferves the fe- 
rious Consideration of every one, 
who has a tender regard to the Wel- 
fare of his Soul, and his Eftate 
to 5 left either be attended with a 
fyrfii 

¥3 M* 
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3. It is to beobferved, that the r*- 
ceivers of God's due, are the Priejis of 
the Gofpel, as heretofore they were 
the Priejis under the Law, who receiv- 
ed them. * • 



It is annexed tp the Prhfihood^ to 
which, fince the Law, our Saviour 
hath an unchangeable Right, Heb. 7; 
24. He is confecrated for evermore, 
vahelaft, Confecrated to all the Offi- 
ces of the Priefthood, among which, 
the receiving Tithes is one part, and 
co-eqyal with it, * ■ 

For ever fince there were Pr*ejls % 
there was the payment of Tithe, for 
(rhe fupport of them, and of God's Worr 
Jbip 5 which will in a great meafure 
fail, when that does. { 

However, they have only the ufe 
of them^.the Right and Property, or 
Fee pf confecrated Things, remains' 
only jn God, therefpre they cannot 
be forfeited like other Eftates , by 
the Offence of the Priefi 5* nor alienated 
by other Men, • without robbing ofGodi 
Mah 3. 8. Hence- 
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Hence Pbilo-JncUuf obferves, That 
the People were commanded to bring 
their Offerings firji to the Temple, that 
the Priejis might not be upbraided, orJ>ut.%6.2, 
blujb to take their Provifion thence, a$*>\' 
not coming from the courtefie of Men, 
but from the Bounty of the Lord of 



Hence, then it follows, that Lay- 
men as fuch, and Impropriators, are 
hot the proper receivers of Tithes atod 
Offerings, having no more commiffi- 
oti fo to do from God, than they 
have to exercife any other Office of the 
Priefihood. 

And I think, whatever others do, 
that the generality of the Clergy, have* 
nothing more to Anfwer for, than 
for their great negledfc in this Matter, 
and thereby fuffering too great en- 
croachments upon the Church of God, 
through the -rapacious. Covttoufnefs 
of thofe Enemies to it, who have 
too little fenfe of Honcfty and Re- r 
ligion. 

F 4. 3, Since* 
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%, Since the homuring fyd with his 
part of *«r Snbfianee, does of Right 
tndifpeoCably belong onto ^jm, aad 
cannot be alienated, or abrogated 
without His confent; which we do 
not find He has any where done. It 
is therefore every one's Duty to de-i 
fend this Right, at leaft not to con- 
tribute to the defrauding God of it. 
It is the Magijir Mtc's Duty more efpe- 
cially', who is inverted with Alt 

*».«. Amhrity, as being the Afoirijfar of 

14 God: To fee that the Things of God, 
he render*} nnto Gad, as well ** 

fut.a. the Things that art Captars, wrfa 

l«t Caefar. 

An<J as long as we have the Pro- 
tection of the Laws* the Honour of 
God 9 and the Reputation of Religi- 
on, muft find a refpeft from themj 
which they will not have, if they 
(hall fuffer his Right to be witb-beld, 
and that Wotjkip of His to be de- 
layed, 

Thefe Pradices are inconfiftent with 
Religious Performances. And what- 
ever 
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ever Men's pretences are, if they 
are abettors of fuch ungodly Deeds, 
they may lay what claim they will 
to Religion, bat by wife and un« 
derftanding Men, they will never 
be thought to have a true $enfe of 
it. 

Bnt we need not go far for an in- 
(ranee of chofe, that have born that 
Character * who have contributed, 
and fubfcribed thereto, and have pot 
their Sacrilegious Hands to defraud 
the Church of God's Portion 5 which 
neither a weU-meaning Jew, nor an 
honefl Chriftran, nor a Moral Heathen, 
would be guilty of. 

Nothing an plead an excufe for fo 
monftrous a Faft, but downright Ig- 
norance, Itnpofitlon, or Atheifm$ nei- 
ther of which, are a very com- 
mendable Excufe 5 efpecially tkcLtft, 
which generally is the moft predo- 
minant in fuch a Cafe. A fpice of 
which, is in every Sin, Men volun- 
tarily commit, but here Vis the pre- 
vailing Ingredient. 

Thus 
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Thus, inftead of VertuoUs Friend- 
{hip, Men make Leagues in Sin, and 
are never more clofely united, than 
when for fear of (name arid a 
f difcovery, they cannot be fepara- 
ted. 

This is to be. ftncereh/ repented of; 
as alfo, the not feeling to bring thofe 
Redd* of to Repentance, whom we have ted 
*"?■£ into Sitt h and the not weighing the 
^.452. lawfulnefs of our A&ions, before we ven- 
ture upon them. 

4. It is to be obferved, that in the 
Primitive Times, there were no Tem- 
poral Laws made to puni(h the Omi- 
ffion, or. negleS of this Duty, be-' 
caufe there was no , occafion for it. 
Peoples Devotions, then were free 
from FaKhood and Hypocrifie. They 
generally exceeded, by offering more 
unto God, than He commanded, 
becaufe tlley would be fiye never 
to come Abort of what they ought 
to offer 5 or, be fo niggardly, as 
barely to .offer a Tenth, when the/ 
espefted his Bleffing, and a more 
•'•.'• abun- 
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abundant Increafe of what they 
Jiad. 

But in after Ages, upon the de- 
cay of Cbrifhian Piety and Devotion, 
and the negleft of this Duty, 
Laws were made to enfofte it upon 
the fevereft Penalties. Thefe Laws 
are dill in force, as. well as tie Lam 
of God, which afe never out of 
date. . ' 

Notwithftanding the San&ions of 
thefe, there are not wanting Men, 
who with all the Artifice and Cun- 
ning imaginable, endeavour to elude 
the force of thefe Laws of God and 
Man, and do What they can to per- 
vert Juftice and Judgment, by bribe- 
ry and Corruption, iand falfe Wit- 
fiefs, and other unwarrantable Means ; 
that they may the more plaufibly carry 
on their fraud, and Sacrilegious Op* 
predion. 

But in the mean while, what is 
become 6f the fenfe of Honefiy and 
Religion? Of the Honour due to 
CJod? Of Reverence' to his Priefts? 

• • .. Of 
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Of Charity to one another? And 
the hopes of Truth and Peace, 
and the Teftimony of a good Con- 
fcienqe? 

Why none of thefe can have any 
regard with thafi Men, or be found 
among them, Yea, notwithftand? 
ing all the Advantages of Education, 
of tbe Gofpel, of the Creed, and tk* 
Commandments, and tbe DoSrine of 
the Sacraments $ Profanenefs and Im- 
morality take placq in their Practice, 
and fe^i to baffle the Precepts of Ele? 
ligion, and put good Manners out oi 
Countenance. 

5. and Laftly, t (hall obfovve with 
the Apojile, 1 Cor. 9. 11/ If tpe ia 
the Name of God, fay unto yon Spi- 
ritual Things, is it 4 great Things if 
we (ball, in the fame Name, reap your 
Carnal for Worldly j Things* Or, 
rather iuch Things as are not youy 
own, but what arc God's due, and 
Pedicated to an Holy life. 

'Tis not w that Minifter in our 
own Name, but in the Name of 

the 
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the great: God and Father of us AS 9 
and of his Son Jefus Chrifi^ who is 
God Blejfed for ever. Who has ap- 
pointed US to watch for your Souls : 
Who has regularly ftflt us to preach 
the glad Tidings of Salvation to aU 
People: To Adminifler the Holy Sa- 
c foments of the New Tefiament. To 
be his AmbafladorS) and Refidentia* 
ties here on Earth.* To go in and 
+nt before his People \ and to feed 
them with the Bread of Life*. To 
whom he has given his Portion^ 
but, as TJfwfrH&uaries and Stewards 
to be accountable unto Him for the 
ffctae* 

Certainly, He never intended ficL 
ps are dignified with thofe high 
Cbar&fterS) (hould be brought down 
to the fame level with the com- 
mon People, and to live on their 
Bleemofynary fiiptnds : Whatever fome 
Mens Thoughts, and other left, con* 
(iderate Mens Speeches are, about 
this Matter 5 who have no good 
Will to our Sion, and feem to have 
but little .Reverence to God and 
kit Churchy and but a mean Opini- 
on 
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on of another World, or elfe the^ 
would never fo much defpife, or 
negleft the means that (kould bring 
them to the Happiriefs of it^ 

To Conclude ) 

K Let not Atheifm find Profaneneft^ 

let not Herefie and Schifm * Sacrilege 
and Sedition 5 Bribery, and Corrupti- 
on $ Perjury arid falfe Witnefs^ or 
any Combinations of: kicked Men, 
hope to prevail again ft God's Churchy 
to exterminate His Worfhip 5 to rob 
Bfim of its Revenue, or even td 
difcourage his Servants from (Void- 
ing up in its Vindication. Con- 
sidering how in due Time , the 
mighty God will arife in his owfl 
Strength, to punifh the Evil doings 
of his Enemies 5 and to reward 
. the Couratge, the Piety, and Zeal 
of fuch, as will refolutely ftick to 
Honejty and Trttth, and the Main- 
tenance of His Divine Worfhip and 
Service. 

* And Qpd grafit, that rione mzf 
perfift in his Wickednefe, or Er* 

rorsj 
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rors; but that everyone may return 
unto Him by an hearty Repentance, 
and "not refufe to mak$ Satisfa&ion 
for the Injuries he has done in times 
part 5 and by a careful Amendment 
for the future, obtain Mercy and 
Forgivenefs, of the God of Mercy. 

Now to God the Father^ &c. be 
Honour ^ Amen. 



FINIS. 
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